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REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 



INTRODUCTION 



Al a meeting of the Executive Council of ilic Federation of ihc Parsi Zoroas- 

irian Anjumans of India held in Sepiembcr 1975, ii was suggested thai since Ihe 
2nd World Zoroastrian Congress was last held in 1964. the time was ripe— in fact 
overdue— for holding the 3rd World Zoroastrian Congress. Lady Cowasjec 
Jehangir. Chairman of Ihc Bombay Parsi Panchayat who was also an cx-ofiiclo 
Chairman of ihc Federation, was 'little apprehensive about the Federation being 
in a position to undertake the rather onerous task of successfully organising and 
holding the Congress since it had no Secretarial of its own. It was. therefore. 
suggested that ihc Trustees of ihe Bombay Parsi Panchayat should be entrusted 
with the organisation of the Congress. Since the majority of the Trustees were 
present at this meeting, a decision was taken that the Bombay Pa™ Panchayat 

should be entrusted with the respoasibility of organising and holding the 3rd 
World Zoroastrian Congress, and the Chairman of the Panchayut would be the 
Chairman of the Main Committee. 

However, it was also decided that a special Committed Called ihe Executive 
Committee, should be formed, which apart from a few Trustees "i the Bnmbay 
Parsi Panchayat. would also consist of prominent persona of the Parsi Community. 
To this Executive Committee was given the task of making nil the arrangement-- 
for holding ihe Congress in December 1977. Mr. Jamshed N. Gu?der. a Trustee 
of the Bombay Pars] Panchayat, w« appointed Chairman of ihc Executive Com- 
mittee, the other members being: — 

Mr. B. K. Soman- Behrara Mr. Noshir D Irani 

Dr, A. F. GolwiDa Mr. N. B. J&jcehhoy 

Mr. Eruch B. Etesat Mr. Firozc JhabwaJa 

Mr. J. R. Vimadalal Mr. Sohrab Katpitiu 

Mr, N. R. Mulla Mr Pcsboian Kukj 

Mr. M. .1. R. Ghevara Mr I. N Marshall 

Mr, H. J. H. Taleynrkban l)r Rabin R Marshall 

Sir Jamshcdljee Jccjccblioy Mrs. Katy F. Mfehta 

Mr. Cowasji Adenwala Dasturji N. D. Muiocher Iloinji 

Mrs. Najoo Bhabha Mr. Dadi C. Mlstry 

Mr. M. N. Bhaya Davar Kavasjl T. Modi 

.Mrs. Gulcstan BillililOria Mr. Soli Pavr> 

Mr. Bcjonjec S. Chacha Mrs. Homai N. Pudumjee 

Mr. Adi Chinoy Mr Rtislom C Santook 

Mr. H. D. Chofcscy Mrs. Frenv Saiarwalla 

Mr. S. Davei Mr J F Shroff 

Mr S. F. Desai Mrs. T. H. TalcvarJchan 

Dr. Homi Dhalla Mr. N. H. Turcl 

Mrs. P. F. Doltvala Mrs. Sacra Vajifdar 

Mr. S. P Godrcj Mr. P. D. Nargolwala 1 .It Hon 

Mrs. Banoo Irani Mr ^ jj Vacha ( Secretaries. 

Mr. Din.shaw B. Irani 

Unfortunately. Lady Jehangir expired on 9lh June. 1976. and Mr. Orach 
Nadirshah became Ihe Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Ihe Bombay Parsi 
Panchayat. 



y 

Aboul this lime it was raised that u would not be posabV lo hold the 
Congress in December 1977. as decided wilier, and itic dale wu therefore ex- 
tended lo early January 1978. 

On 30th July 1*77. Mr Erach Nadirshah retired as a Chairman of the Bombay 
Parsi Puduyal and he was succeeded b> Mr. B. K. Bonun-lleliuni. who took 

over as Chairman of the Hoard of Trusted as well as Chairman of (he Federa- 
tion of the Parsi /.oroastrian Anjunian* of India. He had already been appointed 

previously a Chairman of the Main Comniiitco or the 3rd World Zoroastrian 

Congress. 

Here it must he recorded with appreciation the part that Mr. Bonian-BchTam 
pluyed in (he Organ isation of the Congress. He wu* a pillar of .strength and. but 
lor his encouragement, advice and support, ihe QxtgRsa would not hasc been 
held, for many were the occasions and crisis when it was felt that the Congress 

should be abandoned. 

The Congress was inaugurated by the Hun'Mc Shri B. D. Jatii. Yiee-Presi- 
dcrii of India. «n Wednesday. 4th January. 1978 al 5.30 p.m. at Che Birla Matu- 
shri Sabhapar. Tlic Hall was packed to capacity and arrangements had to be 
made for cstra seating in the winy* and aides. It is estimated thai over 1400 
people were present 

Details of the Inauguration programme and the names of the eminent per- 
sonalities who participated m dm f unction appear in the Repon. 

The next four da}*. 5ih. 6th. 7th and 8th January 19718. were devoted to 
the plenary and workshop sessions which continued the whole day and were held 
at the Sir Cowasji lehanpr Hall, when matters of vital importance to the com- 
munity, both in Indii and abroad, and to the Zoroastrian religion were diKUfaVd 
I>toils of the Sections appear in rhe Report. 

On the evenings of 6th and 7lh January entcrtainmem programmes were arrang- 
ed end urns of the photographs taken at these two functions appear in thai Re- 
port. One of the highlights of the entertainment programme was an audio- 
:.il presentation of the history of 7oroastrians in Indta. fur which full credit 

opea lo the organiser of this show, Mrs. Homai N. Pudumjcc. and the Producer. 

Mr. Homt J. Daru walla and the band of devoted helpers. 

Mr. Jamshcd N. Gurdcr presided al the concluding session held on the 
afternoon of Sunday. 8th January. Al this session an attempt was made to 
assess ihc results of the various deliberations that look peace during the past four 
days and out of thai, to formulate a plan for future course of action 

Whereby Ibe communities iii India and abroad could maintain a close liaison 
with each other, further ihe cause of the Zoroaslnan religion, and device ways 

and meam of emurinj ihaJ the younger peneraiion be broushl up in »n environ- 
ment in which they could appreciate, understand and follow the /oroastrian 
Religion, in ordei tint they may COOUniK to remain in the fold and learn lo 
serve tlieir community in the best traditions compatible with the teachings of 
Zarathushtra. 

One of the decisions taken was that a World Federation of Zoroastrian Anju- 
mans he fflrtflWishcd, and in order to implement tins proposal il was decided that 
first a link organisation should he formed, consisting of about 10 to 12 members, 
representing the various Zoroastrian Anjumanst Associations located in the dif- 
ferent continents of the worhl. Al the suggestion of Dr. larhang Mchr. il was 






decided to cntrusi Mi Jajuihod N. fjuzdcr wiih ihe task ol setting Lip thin Huh 

Subsequent I v. in the following months serious attempts were made 10 Bfttb 

lish ihi*- I ink Body and Federations. Anjumans and Associations in all Ihe Iivl- 

POntiflJDBte were approached lo nominate representatives. L'nforiunaicly, in the 

meantime, political changes of yrave consequences took place in Iran, the CQUBlf) 

having the second largest Zoroadriui population. Because of Ihe uocertiinl) 

there and the events that followed, it was felt, after some lime, thai the time was 
not opportune then for the formation of a World Federation oi ZofOaatfttUl 

*«njumans. 

Wm the Congress a success* Was all ihe work and effort that MM into 
organising litis Congress worth while and justified? What did u achieve' The 
answers to the tint two questions are a most emphai ne Ihifd ques- 

tion is concerned, the Conine** was instrumental m creating a remarkable awaken- 
ing amoiv; />>T-xisiriam. both in India and abroad. It revived the BaapCfll 
hcittccn toe Anjumans abroad, and (be Federations, Panehayal- ucialloui 

in India, It nude the Zoroastrians both in India and abroad. conaaoaa of Ihe 
fact thai in Order to survive il was necessary to maintain a clox and on-going 
contact with each other and the Parent Panchayal in Bombay Bill looking at 
u in retrospect, the most remarkable effect was on the ZoTOBstriail COdUBonJlJ 
in India. csf>ccially in Boatbay. This section of the community, which com pi 
the larpest nunibcr of Zoroaslriam in the world, had become dormoni. pa- 
and inactive owing to many reasons, one of the principal being the absi 
dynamic leadership. 

The 3rd World Xoroaslrian Congress stirred the ijnawiftliOfi Hid emotions 

of the members of the community, both old and young, so that slowly but steadily 

those who had decided to let things drift became conscious of then nNhvitions 

and their relative roles in the community, ft was as a result of [fill awakening. 
which was purely activated by the Congress, thai the communiiv today bai 
become oootnoyi of its obligations and responsibilities, and therefore we lind 
the welcome change of a large number of people involving Ihemactvei III iIk- 
allairs of the Communir. 

As a result of the success of the 3rd World To roast nan Congrc 
resolved that the 4th congress should be held within the neat three M Ave .ears, 
that is. before l*'H3. and it is hoped that this expectation will he fulfilJo;! with 

the help of the members of Ihe community. 

In conclusion, special mention must be made here of Mr Slupur Dlhji. He 
had been associated with the affairs of the Bombay Par\i Panehayal for ni.n> 
years and was its Secretary from I'M! lo 1970. He was a great support lo 

the Executive Committee and special thanks are due to him for undertaking the 

onerous task of summarising the Reports of each Session, included in this Report. 

Special mention must also be made of Mr. Peshotan D. NanjohvaJai, who was 

the Joint I Inn Secretary of the Congress along with Cdr. N. H. Vacha, Joint Sec- 
retary of the Parsi Punchayel. They were instrumental in nukiup the Con press a 
grcal success 

Special mention mull illO be made of Mr. Noshir D. Irani, who designed the 
logo for the Congress and was in charge of Publicity and Public Relations. He 
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alio aclcJ as ihe Waaler of Ceremonies al the Inauguration and [Q-C Mjbwqucnl 
touions. 

I irully, on: aould be failing in one'. Jul) if due appreciation was not re- 
corded of the decedent. exemplary and out of the ordinary efforts that were 
put in by the officcn and »ia(I of the Bombay Parii Panchayat organ&alion in 
order to make the I 9t a great success. While everyone co-operated and 

contributed lo the cflrii. particular mention mutt be made here of some of the 
worken like Ctir N Va-cna, and Mi* *'.m>i 1,11.1 
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REPORT OF THE THIRD WORM) ZORO ASTRIA.N CONCRKSS 

Uedno<l:n 4(h In Sundm 8fb Januan 19T8 

Wednesday. 4th January I97K 

INAUGURATION 

by 

THE HONBLE SHRI B D I \TTT. 
THE VICE-FRESIDFNT OF INDl \ 

VoitM Birla Matushri Sahhagar. 
New Marine I ines. 
Bombay. 

Time : S 30 PM. 

The Hii?f Guest of (he c\rtiir." was Mr. B. I Vice-President of India. 

The other dicnilarics orcwnl were His E-xcdl^ncv sh-i Sadjq AE, Governor of 
Maharashtra, the Hon "hie 9 -ntrao Pa-It Chief Minister ^r Maharashtra, 

and His Excellency Mr Mahtud Mobdal. Omal ' f lr.in Indians Amhaa- 

: i >l»e United Slabs of America. Mr. Nasi PlBduvall and Mm. Palkhtvalj 
and Marchioness of Winchester were also present. 

Ttic mcctinc started with Praver and Invocation hv learned Dasttrrfl Navrrtol 
O. Minochcr-Hnmii. Tl wns a slirriny and apnronrifttc DT6VW fet the 
The theme of it was I'ntlv. Understanding and Strength It said 

"This is our Idol paver for unitv and I "line and btrorurUl 

M we five and work in consonance with men and women o>f n 

ie and! truth. Mi-v we Dve and work in eorr with men :>nd 

women who are prnmotcx* mf benevolence and eondnes*:. Mav wc live? 
and work in consonance with souk in full puiirUlinrl of life and wisdom. 
May wc li\e and work in consonance with louh whose merrta and 
virtues are ever mnltiplving rill the coal i-. achieved. Mav we live and 
Work in consonance with souls whose demerits and faults are ever 
declining till their footsteps arc firm apain on the right path. Mav WO 
live and work in consonance with the rclipion of pood life ihnt iv reli I in 
of Zoroastrians whose moiio is redemption nnl\ UttOUgfa righteous B 
May we be so ■tpdioM and reverent as to render the esRSntJali of 
poo precfec and clear May we live and work in consonance with 
Ahura Marda. the beneficent cieatta whose form is light, 

whose spirit (ruth. May we live and work in consonance with ihc 

supreme per Mazda whose un en) it « 

l>> ihe Prophet in the Gatha the song divine of Z.irjthushtra and last 

bill not the least, may wc live and wort la comoaancc with the light 

and direction of religion that our life shall ix; edifying and our character 
"excMplary. May out deliberations culminate in goodness and troth 
and service. Amen." 

■ 

Mcufcs were received from the President of India. Shri Ncelam Saniiva 
Roddy. Vice President of India. Shri B. D. Jaui. the Prime MfnSster of India. 
Shri Mnfirjt DeSai. the Governor of Maharashtra, Shri Sadiq Ali. His Imperial 



Mohammad Kc/a Pahlavi. Ihc Shahamfaah, Anamchi of Iran, the 
Clucf Minister of n ira. Shri V. P Paid. Member of Parliament Shn V 

B. Ouvan and the Ambassador of lodia in ISA. Shri N. A Palkhivala T 
were 

The President of India. Shri Nee lam Vinjo.i Redd> : 

"On the occasion of the Third World Zoroa-sirinn ( ongrcss. I send 

inv erecting* and good wishes to the Parvi Community in India as well 

la all participants in the Congress, It behoves all men of goodwill 

meet together and device steps for promoting world peace and 

The Vice President of India. Shri B. I), lutti : 

"I am clad 10 learn that the Third Wnrld Zoroastriafl Congress will 
be hcPd in Bombay from the 4th January. 197*. 

"The Parsi*. in India hnve reilMintd lme to their rcli ■-■>■ -r" wl Ich 
laid special emphasis on the methtxl of 'attainment d<f Goal llir Klg}) 
service of huruanilx" 

"They have made a sigmikjiii otntribuiion to the 
gtcss of ihc country, and continue M play an important role in ihc 
political and eCODOfflk life of ihc niton. By their charilanle disposi- 
tion they have earned the love and admiration of their fellow country - 
mcn. 

"I «nd in best whim for tlic (ucce* << the Congrtw." 

The Prime MinKler of India. Shri Morarji Desai: 

"ZoroaM nanism is one of the grral religion- of ihc world. Even 
though the number of the followers of this faith ha* shrunk, the teach- 
ine of Zoroaster has a perennial relevance. ZornaMri.irts have now 
m fin inievral part of Indian soeicHv and by their philosophical tradi- 
tion have influenced the Indian spiritual thought and experience and 
have also been influenced by them. The integrity, di (licence and re- 
sourcefulness of Par-os are well known and these have helped them 
to- play a pioneering role in many spheres of our OGQQOIinC, social and 
cultural life They have truly earned the esteem of the enure nation." 

"I -md my good wishes foe the success of the Third Toroastrian 
Congrea which is being held in Bombay early nexi month." 

Hie Coventor of Maharashtra, Shri SimIh| All: 

"T.»i ,i microscopically small community, the contribution ffiadfl 
by \b; Paris to national awakening and economic has hecn 

surprisingly substantial. They have been vigorous in civic life and 
adventurous arid innovame in trade and industry Thfij have alsu 

played no small part in the cultural life of the country. They ha%e 
set up several charitable and phi tan tropic institutions which arc ren- 
dering valuable service. The number of great men they have produced 
in most spheres of national life would do credit to any community 
in India. On the occasion of the Third World ZorOMtfinn Congress 



lo be held in limn hay. I send my greetings to the organisers, and 
delegates and wMi the function every success." 

Ilk Imperial Majesfry, Mitn.inunnd Rc/a Pnhlvi, the Stialt.inshah. 
Aryamchr of Inn: 

Read out by His Excellency, Dr. Farhang Mehr 

"On the occasion of the congregation of Zoroa*>trians for ihc 3rd 
\\ rid Zoioasirian Congress. I would like to convey mv best wishes 
for the fioeceSR Ol (his Congress which will he dealing with the vurioos 
■spool! nf religion, education and tock>ecoootnk condilions of the 
2oroastrian community all over the wrld. 

'To fhe extent that the topics of the ConjDrBB relate t" the 
ancient Iranion culture and civilization, it fs naturally of great interest 
lo me and to my country. 

"I hope that as a result of your deliberation* in Ihc areas directly 
relating to the Zoraostnan Oona/m&tf and its rtkttvy, a Seller tinder- 
suindine of the glorious ancient Iranian culture and civilization will 
be achieved. 

"TiGhleen year?: have elapsed since the First World /or.vislrian 
editress wis held! in Iran Dunne this period- *c witnessed Itie cele- 
bration of the 2500th Anniversary of the founding of the Persian 

Empire. 

"This event was not onlv a reminder of the pmndeur of the first 
Aryan nilc in world history, hut also provided m with an opportunity 
to cherish ihc exalted moral values on which was based the social 
foundation Of ineicnl Iranian socieiv pr tiBiM the three principles of 
Good Thoughts. Good Words and Good Deeds. 

"The Znroastrian Community, which is the original heir of these 
glorious human traditions, is todav. m in ancient times, the true 
follower and defender of these noble principles. 

"The extensive social activities and Hie numerous culturtl, henc- 
volent and charitable institutions. all of whidh are a rnedit lo the 
community, testify to the fact that these ancient exalted tn»Jition* have 
been preserved intact by the Zoroa-striom all over the world through 
the apes. 

"The Zoroasirian communities all over Ihc world. UiroUftl their 
endeavours and Iheir high moral values, and as a retail of their 
exemplary conduct onmmand worldwide respect. 

"It is evident lhat in Iran, which is the country of origin of this 
community, this respect ts most pronounced. 

**l sincerely hope that all ZoroastriarK of the world will 
ever increasing happinew. progress and prosperity in Ihcir respective 
countries, which, by their exemplary behaviour, they so rightly deserve. 

"I wfeh everv SUCCCM to the Third World /oroaslrian Congress 
i relives." 



TW CLicf MWiiv'c/ »l Maharashtra. Sh:i Yavintnio Pali!: 

"Maharashtra b the home of ihe Parsl community in India and 

a proud <»f the fad i have reason to believe thai t ■ . Pai I nm- 

muniiy rerJptucalCi the sentiment The contribution made by lite 
Pus*, even though they are so .small in number, to the development 
of Bombay in particular m die cflOMND I. educational 

and Oilier fickK n •«• n oteworthy thai it needs hardly to he elaborated 
Bail worth? a the natural and «-\ way in which the) have 

achieved tnlegralkw in the life Of the Stale jnd their lUoO 

with humanitarian cauaei irrespective of ca-ic. creed dan or 
community. 

H thai the World £croastriafl Cbnfrcai Hhould meet in 

this hoeae ol the Pnrsi* I am >urc that the IH further 

igthcn ihc i- L * between ttui Si ad ii>,* World 

Zoroastrian Communilv Ihroui'h Llic ParM Community In LtlC Male I 
wvli our 7i>ro;isinan fnends the world over ihe mosl glorious future " 

Member <A Parliament Miri \. R. Ouonn: 

"I have had great admiration tor the Parai OonunanH) It 

hu always, been so purposeful and creative It lias nH lx*cn delcrrcd 

bv the RnaHnesi o4 lis pumban u fu ■■■■•:! :dead in 

ihe lervios of ihe motherland and datinguished EtseH through ft* many 
mSisli i ik and dauphterc in variooa ReUi »>f national actlvfl 

be they | or cultural 

"Pioneer-, in mjn\ sphere* Of <»>c country's dcVcJ DM 

mduatry, ibjppfmj km and other social thta dynamic 

conn most cosmopolitan m iu charujes, Many o( 

the finest ifVtitutiora fat Bombay and e] it the hallmark of 

their philaT.tr"[phy and are the landmark of progress in any par: 
the country where their munificence has reached 

"The names <>f DadabhmJ Kaoroji, Pheronhah Mehta, Wnshaai 
Vacua, Jamshodj] Tata -'and out ■moni m many others which throng!) 
the gene- one left their iinpreu*ions in ihe sands ■■! uni^ in the 

great hnstory of our country. 

"Perhaps the most redeeming quulily ol Ihe Pacsi trail bai been 
Dial iha community never a^ked for an\ lepomle representation or 

nation of scab anywhere. In spite of knowing thai not by nut 

so doing particularly because of its numerical inferiority, it ran the 
risk of Dot heine *ufrviently recosniaed in potibeal Or other waft] ol 
life, it xtill imjslcd on standinc -'a ib> own nu-nts and was confident 
enough thai that such merits and integrity would be its own reward. 
By reposing *.uch confidence in the country"- leaders, il wax not mis- 
taken. The community's ability wa< recognized in ail field* whether 
inutoentaJ or cAltenrisft, Rune bave been Pnrsi Ministers in die 

Union and Stale Governments, Ambassadors of India in various coun* 
trie*, Chief Judges and Judge?.. Mcmbe !.,rlumcni ami of the 

Legblatui . leaden, leaders of indtwry trade and commerce, 

etc All ih , trreatly redounds lo their crcdiL 



"I am mho ihe Third World ZoroastrisJI Cungiev- will he a great 
success. ParM-. if India from all pan-, of out country, and those who 
reside abroad will he aiicndling the Cbugicu m bugs, numbers, to lake 
Stock of the contribution and Ihe progress the Community has marie 
and ihe problems which need to be attended to. like Ihcre arc in 
every community I wish the Congress all succe> to it.* leBberations " 

Ambassador Ol India in USA. Shri N. A. lonWralai 

"/oroaariaas constitute one Of the smallest communities in the 
world. They have had a great past, and their achievements al present 
have certainly been sig n ific an t But their long-term future depends 
upon their adapting themselves to the changing world 

•'In my opinion, a spirit of tolerance is .in absolute necessity at 
this juncture in our community'* historv. We must understand ind 
respect the other point «»f view and we must have the beting of basic 
umly among all memhrt-. <>f the communis 

"I hope different religious, cultural and Dconomk ideas wiU be 
freely and frankly debated al ihe Third World &MMftrian Cooj 

and 'thai tho-* who will have come from different part* of the world 
will find the mooting rewarding and fulfilling. 

"\\\ hcxi wishes for an exceptionally successful Congress.*" 

In hi-. Welcome Addrcu ihe President of the Third World Zoroasuian 

Congress Mr. B. K Bomnn-Bchram. said: 

"It Ls our privilege and pleasure to extend 10 you nil a warm 
welcome on behulf of the organisers of the III World Zoroastnan 
Congress and request your co-operation and participation in the deli- 
berations that will lake place in the plcnars leoioni and the wort- 
taps. I am grateful la Shri B. D Jatti. Vk» President of India. 
Tor having kindly agreed to inaugurate this O^nprcv. in pi'r of his 
\ery pressing engagements. We are also grateful to Hb Fseellcncy 
Shri Sadiq Alt. Governor of Maharashtra, for ll mausural 

bom and to the Hon'ble Shn Vasantrao Patll. n ii.-r Minister <->r 
Maharashtra, fer consenting to be Ihe Chic?f Guest of ihe evening and 
Smt. ShaJinihai Patil for gracing the occasion with her presence. The 
Mcmhcrs of my Committee and I are grateful to the delegates from 
outside India and other distant parts of India who have accepted our 
invitation ami travelled hundreds of miles to mukc this Congress a 
S0G0BSS. 

"2 Tw.. World Congress of Zoroaslriam have been held so far 
The find was in Irnn in "i960. The second was in Boml>ay in 19W 
under the auspices of the Parsi Punchayct of Bombay. The outcome 
of the Second Cnngrcw was in creation of the All Endia Federation 
of rhe Parsi Anjumam of India which embraces about 57 
ParM Anjumans and Punchayets. The Third Congress is now held 
again in Bombay at the request of a large number of members 
of the community both here and abroad. It is held no doubi under 
the formal auspices of the Federation of Parsi Anjumaro On India, 
but I am glad to say that the Parsi Punchayct of Bombay has un- 



grudgingly shouldered llie burden and responsibility of ( rganising ihc 
('.inarms with llic co-operation and bles*ini.'v of (Mlicr Anjuni.nK and 
Punchaycls all over ihc country. 

"3. The (heme of the Congicss this Ume i-. .1 vcr> ;ipl one. I< 
iv "The Zoroastrian Community in a Changing World". Between 

1%J and l*>77. the World has been in the grip of cfaaifO Tochnology 
hu made breathtaking strides and ushered in. nol only ihc nuclear 
era hut wli.it i* popularly known as The Space Age as well. We 
Hve >n the age of technocrats. And Technology with Id wide rcper- 
nm i§ IvHind to tell and docs tell on Ihc transformation of out 
normal socioeconomic conditions and confront?, us. with new problem* 
»hkh our forefathers had not faced. It if, however, not only a chang- 
ing but a turbulent work! we are living In H mav be that turbulence 

1 "'riKUmc* a mark oC change— a uMMWitanrt of it- It may be thai 
we arc passing through a period of transition from an old. dying 
I rrifintiOfl (0 a new and vig.VoOs one, Realismc ihis. il tl lime that 
we of the 7r*oastrian community made an assessment of ihe siluation 
and the challenge it poses and adjust ourselves to Ihc new world thai 
bj .princinR up around us_ Shall we face and adapt ourselves lo Ihe 
Great Sur.ee op retreat from il and gel lost? If I mav pot it in 
.«thcr words, Ihis poser Is the key-note of the Congress. If the great 
historian To\nbcc's theory be correct, a nation or community a civili- 
sation I" wrvtwe must respond t:» the challenge •>( o n vhrO BI Ponl pr<« 
duced by a changing world. 

"4. Our own country Ins fell the impaci ol this world chanRe 

In social and economic spheres <Mir cnunlrv. in it 1 . MninUOQ I" keep 
pace with — the rest of Ihe world ha* undertaken and continues to 
nmli-rlukc vitsl proiccLs and has embarked Oil bold experiments lo im- 
prove the lot of the people. No doubt, poverty and overpopulation 
arc rormioabk barriers to charnre. Knowing, however. Ihc Indian 
masses jk wc do. we may be confident thai whatever harriers iherc 
Off wil' he hroken down and our nation will march vteadfaMlv to- 
ward* uV goal we have sen otirserves Onlv vcrv recent Iv the people 
o( India have demonstrated their un>hakcablc faith in (he values of 
freedom and democracy. 

"5 Scientific or technological advances, hitwcvcr preal. do not 
mean Ihe otisicr of religion. Man U a [piritml bcinp and his lowing 
f.»r spiritual satisfaction will alwa>s remain This CoflgnM will there- 
fore discuss among other looks the effeetivenes. of religion in our 
<. hanging world. 

"'< Before I proceed. let me add a word more. I shall like to 
say categorically that, so far as wc Parsis in India are concerned, this 
country is our home. Wc arc grateful lo this country for givinp us 
refuge when wc Med from Iran 1 300 yean aftr, thereby enabling us 

lo present whui is our most precious heritage— lite ZorowtrUn reli- 
«i»>n ami our religious customs and practices. Wc hove idcnlified our- 
selves with the Indian people without however losine our individuality 
as a communiiy. The saying of one of Uic created salesmen India has 
produced anil one of the greatest Parsis of all limes still echoes in our 
ears. What did he SMf? On WW} OOPmIob, public M private. Sir 



Pbcro/iohali Mchta u^ed !o say; 1 n»> mind, a Put! is a bdicr 
Parsi. as a Mxhomedan or a Hindu is a bdicr and truer Mahomedan or 

Hindu. Ihe more he is attached to the land which ga\c him birth. 
the more he ts bound in brotherly relations and affection to all (lie 
children of the sod, the more be recognises; the fralcmit) of all Ihe 
native com muni tics of the country, and the immutable bond which 
binds (hem together in the pursuit of common aim* and object* under 
a common Government"". These word* of Sir Phcro/cshah Mchla 
should epilomi^e the altitude of enlightened Par*is. Sir Pherweshah 
refused to be aloof from our sister communities. He chose to be with 
them, So did many a Pnrsi stalwart of the old days who fought the 
British rulerv foi the country'* freedom. That is the reason why we 
Parsis in India hnvc not demanded, though offered during the British 
regime, special representation or man ned seals as a minority com- 
munity to> any legislative or civic body or. for the matter of that. 

public bod> We relied on the him .md tolerance of our 
mnIcx cornmuniiies and our trust in them has been rewarding. At 
the same time I must say that, though we arc Indians, we are also 

HfrfaHt. The Znroastrian religion is the bond that keeps the 
Zornastrian community together in whichever part of the world it 
may aA 

"7 You will observe from the programme placed in your hands 
that the ionics to be discussed in the papers nnd in the workshops 

r a wide range. These topics point to the problems facing the 
Zcvoulruu] community to-day. I do not wish to make any comment 
or anticipate the d&CUnfattl which may be held on them. I, however. 
do hope nnd Oped tint the discMnioM «rll be carried on in a res- 
trained manner without acrimony and wilh tolerencc f<>r the "the other 
fellow's pohd of view.' In my humble opinion, it will be advisable 
to consider the common problems touching tlic 7ornastrians of the 
world rather than the peculiar or specific problems of the Parsi 
Zoroaslrians of India. 1 may be pcrmiited to outline a lew of these 
common problems 

**8. The firM and foremost problem is that of dwindlinc numbers 
of our community. The ZoroastriaiM or rather the Parsi Zoroastriaru. 
Ihe world over number between 1. 14.000 and 1.20.000. In India the 
Parsi Zoroa.virian community, according to the census of 1971, 
numbers 91,246, In I **** I we were 89.887. The peak was reached in 
1941 when the community numbered 1.1 4.800. Thereafter the decline 
set in and nur population to-day is ■hootl the same as in 1891. 
Since 194 1 our population growth has been minus and never plus with- 
out having a family planning programme unlike thai of some of our 
sister communities— cot that we envy them, 

" •". This population decline has generated a fear in some Quarters 
uSat the Parsi community and particularly the Parsf aimmunity in 
India, may became BrtJBOt Personally, 1 do not subscribe to this 
view. I have never been a prophet of doom In particular, where 
there are small pockets of /nrnastriam in foreign parts, what I may 
call desperate icmedics, such as conversion or admission of children 
of Pars! mothers by non- Parsi fathers, are sought or arc being seriously 



raoskleraL I should like my Par*i hicthrcn from foreign countries 
lo consider seriously whether soon measures will aHi*rd a real remedy. 
S.- far as the majorit} of Lbc Panh m India arc concerned. I may 
state thai ihcy will not accept such DKaauns or doperahon. In Ihfa 
respect the Pari PuochayeJs <»f ftombav and Sural n well as v:\cral 
other Anjuman-s and Pimch:r.cis m India arc at one with th.-m The 
I'af-is in Indin have managed to reiain their identity for Ihc I ' 

Ijon >cars and ihc community bos enough vitality m r^ourccrui- 

nrss to survive indcfinilcly. 

"I'V There i% also a lingering apprehension in crrl.-iin quarter, 
that with dwindling numbers the 7nri\istrians in foreign aHintries may 
lose their icJcntitv They seem to he croping for llicir identity No 
doobt due to environmental chance, their outlook and liahn 
arc abfl» affected. So Ions howCWi M a Zoroa-ttrian, wherever hr 
be, preserves his faith in the tenet-- of the Zoronslrian rclminn and 
)!■;■> its outward symbols, there need be no fear of loss of identity. 

guiding, maxin should ■- ■Wherever a Z ri la. Txn 

triani'm must be' Zoroastriaafan Ei berth a reCajon Bad a way of 
lib m J if the BtJM B Kent btirninr within uc, a Zoroaslriart from 
one far corner of the work! will certainty be able lo recognise and 
identify hirmclf with a ZoroaMran in another far OOcl 

"!! A< you '11 kn<»w. the prime nurpo*e of the GmWCH >• * 

bring together ihc Zoroastrians. from all pari*, of (bo world. In ■' 
words, it is a se arc h for Zoroastrion unit] n untlv I 

t|Ua non of our existence a- "in, in n'mrounitv. Tlie means aril 

methods of ach i ev in g tin omit) wfll n.> doubt l»e discussed One meanx 
should he exchanrc ol \iews and tinders 'and inc of each other's nrrv 
hlam. Another mean* "would b; 10 imnan rriipoti teaeJuRB lo 
istrians outside India by sendine learned priests and mnheds with 
mfeaw nary zeal An important concrete measure lo promote unity is 
v ct'inf up of an organisation to provide a link between world Zoroas- 
trians and continuity of action after each Znroaslrtnn cnnStPBH. Tliis 
i? rt verv important topic for discission and 1 hope thitt ihe? delegates 
and members will furnish us with concrete suggeMirwis fin Betting up 
i an organi'-atinn 

"*I2. Wc may or wc may not Icam some lesvw. than thiv GoflgR 
But one boon which our reliffion tenches us has always to he remern- 
bcred. Zoroastrianism at a wag of life points lo OOfl path f'" all and 
thar is ihc path of faha — the path of righteousness. This lesson has 
been in-built in our character. ZoroaMrianism has also tuughl us the! 
in *»c hnppv wc have lo brina, hapDUSen 10 others That leaching has 
motivated the Parsi community in India and wc hava lotijmf to repay 
in some measure Ihc debt we owe to ihi- great country To quote the 
masterly iani-uaec of Sir Phcrozcshah Mchla again "I would «ay that 

charity 'houkl hcjEin at home and end abroad- By all means fci the 
Pars is provide for all that is necessary for their own communiLy. but 
after supplying; the ncxls of Iheir own CCMeagkaastK Iji them los>» 
lv\.>nd iIkii nwn narrow sphere, for wc should remember iliat we are 
bound to extend our charitable work It) other communities as well. 
How can we Iusc sight of the fact that in tim^s of our misfortune and 



distress, out Hindu brethren hid given us .belter iJOCf years ago, long 
before llie Brilj'h C&IDB to India and look posseHlon tA this land? We 
owe therefore ;i -acred dul> to them, their Community and Iheir country 
— ■ duty which ii would be ungrateful and unworthy of a great ennt- 

iity like ours if wc kl it urinedeemedl in these times ot our 
prosperity and unTucwrff' Thii was Elid in 1912 Bui before ami 
after Sir Phenvcshah Mehta uttered IhOM memorable words, our Don* 
Iributioo to the development of the country has hcen far out of propor- 
tion to our number* I will mention one name only here by wa> 

illustration — the BUM of tfae fathci of »hc induMrial revolution in 

India — JanKhedji lata. On Urn auspicious occasion lc'. all Zoi 
irians in the irue spirit of their great religion resolve to work and work 
hard for the uplifi of the poverty-stricken mavics of the developing 
countries, to bring about unity among OUrvotvei and ponce and gi*>>d 
will for which the whole world loop to-day. Do not winy about the 
results. Let the rosulli of youi work lake -are of Ihernaatwca. And m 
helping others we dull aeam revive the iptril and OPUrajge of our 
forefathers who braved all hardship* for the ->akc of their religion." 

After floral tribute, to llic distinguished guoLs Mr Boman-Rcliraru oreaenleJ 
a Cheque Ot R? 50.000/- bring rhc first Parsi U W llibuu OCi 80 the \ndhra Pradesh 

ric Relief Fund. - 

Mi. J N. Guzdcr then hriclly JencnbeJ Uk tenpa and purpose of the Illi.l 
World Zoroaslrian Congrcs* 

He said : 

"We arc galheied here to-daj to maik the bogioniai; of a DO 
function orpanised bj a community, which 'a petnapi .mmm* the small s I 
in ihe world and which 1ul> a history peculiar to ibclf. 

TIw reason why 1 ttsc the word 'unique f.-r ihu funcu.-n. although 
we have had two previous World Congresses, is because the. C'oogncb 
is being held inula circumstances which arc very different and also 
after a lapse of a decade and a half, during which lime many changes 
have taken place that will make this Congress a Unique one. 

"During the next few days, we shall dllCua many problems facial 
the Zoroastriuns and the Zoroaslrian religion, which also, is unique in 
many ways. Founded by Zarathushlra, a prophet who lived, pre., 
and died almost four millennia ago. the religion i, based on a philosophv 
M vibrant and dynamic that even after this lapse ot time it serves the 
needs of the present-day troubled world. 

"Tne problems facing the Zoroostriam are many and vaned and 
each group of Zomavtriam settled in different parts of the world ha* 
problems peculiar to itself. 

"You have fuel heard it mentioned that out of a tola I oi about 
1.15.00(1 Parsi Zorotitliara. all over the world there are about 91 000 
in Jndia and the balance living abroad. Apart from the I'arsi Zo 
triuns, there are our co-rdigiunisti in Iran where ihey number about 
30,000. Therefore, the .single largest concentration of Zoroaslrians, that 
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■ ■. about 91jOOQ, is hi InJia. * uavoidably. the problems lacing the 
largest group, which is in India, arc bound in MOM mc^urc to pre- 
dominate and influence the deliberations of this World Congress 

**May I, ihcreforc. urge my fcllow-Pxrsi Zoroastrians ik»1 Ic forget 
thai we arc in fact the hosts and that this is :i VV.mM /oroastrian 
Congress and not a Parsi Zoroos Irian Congress. Consequently, certain 
problems, which arc peculiar to India alone. should nut be allowed 
10 monopolise the aiicntiiw •*! ihc Congress to Ibc exclusion of those 
problems which the other Zoroastrians from different parts of the world 
would like to present to the Congress 

"In this •.mnccuoo. six months ago. when I happened to meet in 
London our distinguished visitor fiom Iran. Madame i Sharokh 

Engineer. I awurcd her. in response to her query, Ibatl iMl O uugu a M i> 
being held primarily lo discus fforid ZofoasUian pfObferm 

"You arc aware thai this Congress is being hcltl after 1 lapse ■ '' 
il years' nnd the changes that have taken place ilutuu tliLs period 
around the world have had far-reaching effects <»n the religious, social 
and economic life of Zoro«5lria.~v. .ill over the w.irld 

"Pcrhap* at no liznc sine* «v tame lo this great .ounuy. wMct* 
we are proud lo call our mi>tlicrland. have we witnessed such large 

numbers of out people going abroad to study, to find new emplovmeni 

.in J to tattle down. While this has been the expe many Indian 

communities, it has been more noticeable among us because of our 
minuscule numbers. 

I ! these pockets Of Par irians there an: many problems. 

They have been separated from tl>cir relatives, friends and loved one 
and tru> has naturally created anxieties for many here and abroad. 
Questions have been asked and many renutn unanswered. The Con- 
gress, ilu - being principally held to try and lotvfl these problems 

"It is necessary that we discuss and find wajs and moans of main- 

laining a clove link with our co-religionisis abroad, io that not only 

their children but the succeeding generations will continue io under- 
stand, appreciate, respect and follow the religion and philosophy as 
propounded by Zaralhushtra. Fix this we have specially provided 
Topk No ' — to diseus> religious education for Uu- younger genera- 
tions of /isfoastrians in India and abroad. 

"In this fast changing world, in which nattfii derations seem 

to predominate in Ihc thinking of Man. we are suddenly faced with the 
problem thai many of our young educated men do not desire to adopt 
pricMlHxxl as a vocation. If a stage is reached when there; arc no priests 
readily available, the consequences will be disastrous. In fact, it may 
threaten the very survival el 6W religion. We bSotofart hope to dm 
in some depth, the problems of the priestly class and it< amelioration 

under Topic No. I. __ 

"Let me give an example. Not long ago. three Anjumans of Iran 
advertised in the Indian newspapers lor Zoroasirinn priests lo look ailci 
their (ire temples, offering handsome remunerate »n I understand that 
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iik response ««i totally aogative. ii is in mi co oi n a l thai me l>*»k to 
and rely upon Ac ->ulwarts of our pricMl) class to auM. help and 
guide u* in finding ways and mean* of attracting more qualified men 
10 become pflfoU. 

"It has often been said thai thtf Zomastrians. especially in India- 
arc an affluent community, but this today is far from the truth. Mass 
migration from rural areas to towns has created problems in housing- 
employment and economic conditions. This will be doomed under 
Topic No. 2 — Economic Uplift of Zoroastrians both here and abroad. 
and in Iran 

"No*, what iiure? Because of the rapid change* in the 

social and economic life of all communities in inir country and in Urn 
lime of so-called permissiveness, our ace-old CtHtoWl, tmdtttoni and 
Mir reaped for certain norms set by oaf elder, arc being rapidly eroded. 
1 his has greatly upset our present older generation. At the same lime, 
the eoft&tquerves have somewhat bewildered IDC iteration. 

"It is necessary "that some changes should take place Indeed it 
■ inevitable. But it is equally imperative thai such changes, if any. 
should he brought about with caution so as not to be detrimcntaJ to 

(Ik survival of our religion and our community, 1 or litis Topic No. $ 

has been inlrodutrcd-Social and Cultural Survey of Zoroaslriarts in the 
Recent Past and Suggestions for the Future. 

"As regards this particular topic. I would like In suggest that the- 
disOUtSloni on this subject be on Ihe basis of mutual trust and under- 
standing. No constructive purpose will be served if the sentiments or 
our ciders arc deeply hurt or, on the other hand, if llic voice of trie 
young is suppressed, so that the fears and anxieties which the younu 
have in their minds are not removed and allayed. 

"The general consensus appears to be that the pfevioai two World 

congresses did not bring aboul any fruitful results. Therefore. lei me 
express the hope that this, the 3rd World Congress, will be disccrcnt 
and that it should be our firm resolve to make this Congress the prc- 
ctiBor of many more such congresses. io be held al reasonable intervals. 
to that a close link is maintained between thost who are abroad and 
those who are null here. It is with this view dial T<«p»c No. 6 has been 
introduced to discuss the selling up of an organisation u- provide a 

link bolwwn Zoroasurians all over the world ensure continuity of action 
after each World Zoroastrian Congress. 

"Jn conclusion, let me also- express the hope thai this Congress 
will nol be an event by ilsclf. but that it wilt mark lite beginning of a 
new era in history, for the followers of Zaruthushtru " 

Dr. Farhang Mchr, Chancellor. University of Sinn,-, and Vice-President of 
the Congress alto spoke on ihe scope and purpose of the Third World /oroas- 
trian Congress. He said : 

"On the auspicious occasion of the 3rd World /or* -.aatriun Con- 
gress, it b a great honour and heart-felt satisfaction to rue to be 

amongst the venerable dasture. mobeds. members of the Zoroastrian 
community 1 was present and active in the lat World Congress and 
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I had planned lo attend Lhc 2nd Congress bui due to unexpected i <•■■•■ 
sure of work I was unable lo do so much lo my disappointment rV 
wc are all aware members of <>ur faith have spread through out the 
globe and it tt essential for us (o hold meetings more often in various 

parts of the world lor an exchange of views and lo iiarmnniw 
po li cial in onftnr to attain greater progress and solidarity. Hcmv 
ill share a dc-p ^raliluidc In ihe organisers, of IhK Congress and I thank 
all Lhe participants who during lhc next few da>\ will contribute lit 
discussions ol lhc important topics on the agenda. I'lic potential bene til-. 
of sued gatherings as this one arc boundless and lhc association il 
one Zoroaslriiin with another and one community with another nam 
lo relied two Mlal trends occuring in our religion today. Firstly, wc 
ii Iran, due in large part lo lhc graciou&nc&s of the Pahlavi Dynasty, 
have been able to come into die open and lo show (lie glorious ludi- 
^nJ heritage of our ancestors not only lo» our Iranian brothers 
Hul abo to the R 'fid. In this you lhc Pardee communiiy of India hovt 
been our predecessor'; and guides .ind the result has been a belter undci 
standing of (he holy faith amongst olhcr nations and amongst our-. 
also than we could have imagined 2()0 years ago. Secondly, the enlighten- 
leacningi of Aoroaster have become known to many people vrfao I 
lew- dacado ago knew nothing of him or of us and they hovt m 
DUrneToni cases been astonished hy the purity, intcerii;.. logic jnd prac- 
ticability of our religion. Consequently, hearts and minds from through- 
out the world have heen captivated by the h>>l> religion of Ahura 
Ma/da. I hey have realised that intellectually and morally, the ZOTOtV 
trtan teachings can meet the needs of today ai profoundly as they could 
.100:j year; ai.. Modern science has not weakened the principle Ol 
.iviruiiiMii | pronounced in the Gallia nor have the Cbppanii cU n 
view of die solar year, the Darwinian theories of tVOttnkao DOT the 
ideas uf Freud affected Lhc salidily of Zorvfttfcr* pniloeophs Tins 
gathering is an opportune nQflBBM to discuss means and ways to fulfil 
[eating with problems and deciding upon Ihe best course-. 
of action in lhc future. The subjects chosen for dfecusston IR9 ol 
crucial importance for all of us. Wc are present ly confronting a criais 
regarding the future of our priestly class and some solution must he 
found lo alleviate this probl.-m. lo uplift Ifaei J Malus. knowledge 

and general wclfate 1 myself look forward to offering my ideas on 
Uib issue in the coming meetings 

"Al n lhc question of rcfigtow educalion for our chiklrcn is ex- 
tremely uiiporlant for the future of our religion will be in the hand. 

of the younger generations. Wc must reach some kind of ■ loluUoa 

regarding Ihe vital needs for a means of enabling our children to attend 
a Hugh calibre school and lo receive a sound religious education for in 
this age of tecltnojoey and lack oi enthusiasm for spiritual matters '< 
has become incrca*imjl> difficult to bring up our children in the tradi- 
tion of our religion. We Zoro&ttrian* are highl) respected for our in* 
dusiry. integrity, generosity and wc rnusL |rj in ihe coming da>> i" 

find a means by which we can increase our prestige lo am even hlghn 
degree. I um convinced that in lhc future we musl try to lie more 
active and influential in all areas of professional and academic life. 
particularly the latter. This a related lo another aim which arc should 
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pursue whole-heartedly, the economic uplifting of Zoroastriaos every- 
where. In today's world due to ever increasing technological and in* 
iclleclual advances peopJc have more interests in common and are being 
drawn mora closely together. Today 1 believe we have greater oppor- 
tunities than ever before to work together towards the progress and 
solidarity of the Zoroastrian community. We must bear in mind thai 
our religion k one in which logic, determination, action and free inquiry 
prevail and in the coming days we must unite ourselves in accordance 
with the spirit of our religion and fervently attempt to fulfil the purpose 

of this gathering." 

The Chief Minister of Maharashtra Shri Vasanlrao Patil spoke in Marathi. 
but his speech was translated into English and excerpts were read by Mr. Homi 
Taleyarkhan from the same. 

It read : 

"I am extremely happy to participate in the World Conference of 
the Parsec brethren. It is really fortunate for all at us present here 
thai the Hon. Vice President is amidst us this evening as (he Chief 
Guest. Conferences, seminars and gatherings of this kind of the brethren 

oi different religions and communities have indeed a great influence 
because fellow brothers, working in different fields gel an opportunity 
to come together, meet each oilier, discuss problems concerning social 
objectives and exchange source and thus try lo understand each other 
It is in such conferences that we look in retrospect and decide upon 

the direction of future programme and action. Wc arc holding this 
3rd World Conference after 13 years. The intervening period witnessed 
several social and economic changes. We must chajige our social objec- 
tives and policies so that ihey lake note of and are In harmony with 
changing times and it is precisely for this specific reason that I feel 
the subject you have selected for this conference namely 'The place 
of world communities in the changing world' is apt and significant. The 
Pursce community in India has rendered yeoman service in the econo- 
mic, social, educational and political spheres. Your achievements arc 

great although your numbers are small- To adjust to the environment 

and merge completely with ihe social stream is really highly commen- 
dable quality of your community. The impact of Ute contribution made 
by tbe Parse* community is conspicuously seen in Bombay. The chari- 
table institutions, the dliaramsalas. hospitals, the colonies, the scholar- 
ships bear ample testimony to ihe work done by the Parscc community 
in this city. It is a matter of pride to all of you that have maintained 
c high tradition and legacy left by ihe great sons of our country. 
Dadabhai Naoroji. Phirozeshah Mchta. K. F. Nariman, Din* haw Vacha. 
Jamshcdji Tata among others. Hie great work done in recent limes 
by Dr. Homi Bhabha followed now by Dr. Homi Scthna for the u->c 
of atomic energy for human welfare and development b monumental 
and will ever be remembered. You have also left a distinct impression in 
Ihe sphere of law. commerce and trade, industry, in the armed forces 
and even in the field o>l sports. Talking over the past glory doe?. BOt 
help us lo change and improve ihe present. The progress of any society 

essentially depends on the understanding and adjustment with Ute 
changing circumstance and environment, it certain!) calls for effort . 
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hard l.i hour persistence and ner.se \erancc. red to the post the 

competition of the present is keen. The middle CUM Itt) low income 

groups in our communities Is increasing in number day by day. They 

axe confronted with Ihc problems of education and housing, and gelling 
a jnb I am confident that you give deep thought and sincere thought 
to these questions iq all their dilfcrent Implications and aspects and 
shall find a way out. I also believe that when you think of the commu- 
nity, you also think of the Indian nation at large because unily in 
diversity is a special character and speciality of Indian culture, h should 
be the policy of every community thai in trying to- solve its own pro- 
blems it should further the interests of the Indian community. 1 am 
quite confident thai this conference will bear this point in mind while 
taking its decisions. I am very grateful to >ou for having invited me 
to this conference and giving me tl»c opportunity of meeting you all." 

Shri Sadiqj Ali. Governor of Maharashtra in his speech said: 

"I consider it an honour to be associated in a small way with the 
3rd World Zoroastrian Congress. I do not know what exactly arc the 
problems which it proposes to consider but evidently it has some chal- 
lenges before it, ZoroaMrians are small in number-; and are confined 

to a few countries but they are a vigorous and enlightened community. 
They have a post and are looking forward to a future which accords 
with their aspirations. They have a prophet and a book of revelations 
of great antiquity. But they have al*o have their modern mindj They 
could do nothing with the past. The past u> fixed and unalterable 

but ihe future is very much in their hands, They can shape it as 

they like. Their greatest asset is their great prophet Zoroaster, They 
drew inspiration from his teachings, his message which was delivered 
some 3000 years ago. Apart from other mailers you will naturally 
devote a portion of your deliberations to this message Much of the 
sacred scriptures in which the message of Zoroastel is embodied is 
unavailable and has been destroyed but Ihc fragments that remain 
carry the message that we know. His faith in one God. in the wise 
lord Ahura Mazda wa> proclaimed to a people who believed in a 
multiplicity of gods, crude nature worship and who indulged in many 
evil and superstitious practices. We all know what it meant faith in 
one God and what far reaching influences it had on the progress of 
men. But there was another part of the message which has continued 
to exercise in the mind of men for all these centuries and millenary. 

the doclrine of good and evil, tlu forces of righteousness and un- 
righteousness, the battle between truth and untruth, darkness and 
light- Arc these two equal and independent and perennial powers or 
is one subordinate to the other. Is not the omnipotence of God alTcct- 
ed after the independent existence of ceil or Satan representing evil is 
recognised. This question has been debated age after age. In Zoroas- 
tnanism the wi»e lord is supreme, sovereign, omnipotent and the good 
ultimately triumphs. Ihc history of the world is the history of the 
conflict between these two forces. Anothei important doctrine of 
Zoroutrianism is that God has created man fiee. be is no slave but 
a free man. He is the master of the freedom to choose between good 
and evil. Every religion is caught in this controversy of free will 
versus determinism. Zoroaster upheld freedom of the will and op- 
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pttseii fatalism. The Zoroasirian morality is summed up in the famous 
words gixxJ thoughts, good words and good deeds. Moderation is 
another influential feature of the Zoroasirian ethics. The v.orld ts 
neither u prison nor an exile. Mailer is respected. Do in holiness 
anything you will. Zoroast nanism may have a few followers but 
what it taught lives on in several religion*., in particular Judaism, 
Christianity and Lslum Zoroaster was one of the greaicst religious 
geniuses of all times, a prophet who believed be spoke Co God. God 
is wholly and completely good. 

"Lei us now come to the Indian scene. There was no hostility 
to the Parsce friends when they migrated to India from Iran, in fact 
they found a warm welcome. Any new faith or doctrine could find 
a hospitable .soil in ihe country. Here thought was free, so was, 
worship. Truth could be pursued or God could be worshipped in 
many ways. Wc all know how you settled and where you seltlcd. 
You could have been easily Inst in ihe vast population of India but 
you were not lost. You kept your identity and this shows your strength 
and your resilience and adaptability You stood by your religion but 
you made your mark in many other ways. You identified yourselves 
with India and ils aspirations, the community produced great men in 
many fields in politics, in art and science, in industry, in education 
and threw up great fighters for freedom. The great names are on 

everybody's lips Dadabhai Nnaruji. Phcrozeshah Mehia. Jamshedii 

Tatu. our Bhahha and manv others. Some of them were geniuses. 
giants of men. 

"Another remarkable feature o[ this community's conlribulion to 
India's new awakening. They were never a problem when almost 
every community before independence were thinking in terms of its 
place in the political scheme of things. Ihe percentage of seals a parti- 
cular community is entitled to in the legislature or parliament, or its 
share in the services. It never thought in these terms, somehow it never 
lacked any self-confidence Since we have many able and conipcien' 
people in the Parsee community there is a feeling that die community 
is affluent and is well able to look after itself and has no problems. 
That is not so. You have your problems. You have your weaker 
and poorer sections. Yon have an under privileged clement. In 
the world of thought you have I believe kept abreast of new 
movements of thought, of advances in various spheres of life. 
You have modern minds even though you are attached to a religion 
which was born before many other religions came on the scene. S'ou 
may well combine modern knowledge with spirituality. But you have 
undoubtedly some problems connected with your economic, social and 

cultural life which you will naturally look to consider Bo that you can 
belter serve your community and the country. You are eager and 
anxious to increase your conlribulion to the growth and progress of 
India in many fields. The fact that you are numerically small has not 
and indeed need not depress or frighten you. Ultimately it Is quality 
of life and pursuit of excellence that count. If you have a wide vision, 
clear heads and slout hearts the world is yours at any rale you have 
proneT and legilimaie place in it. You may well keep your identity 
within a wider loyalty to India and its great goals and aspirations 
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India w a free secular democracy in wliich our constitution and the 
idealism which you have inherited boa Indian struggle lor freedom 

and ooi lAcaeal heritage mures safety la the smallest minority com- 
munity in the country. For all these und other rcasoas, :ill our good 
will and good wishes are with you gj you settle down lo your deli- 
herauons." 

Shri B. D. Jalli. Vice President of India in his speech said: 

"I consider it a peat pleasure owl privilege to be here txlay lo 

inaugurate ihc 3rd World Zoroastnan I I thank Mr. Bonun- 

Behram. the President of the f-*cdcruliofl of Pardee Anjuman-.. Mr. J 
N. Guzdcr the Chairman of the Exocu : Com liftce and Mr. H. 
Talcyarkhan for ihiv opportunity. Although Parsccs number less than 
a Uc m our mother land ilicir impact on our national life htt been 
nothing short of phcnomcnul They have distinguished themselves in 
many and divert fields of activities They playod a prominent part 
in righting for Ihc freedom of the land of their adoption and haw 
made important and signifii.'.nt COitlribUtiOD towards the social ant! 

economic development. Thfa mall community ha> produced captains 

Of indu>lr> and hii-mcss magnates who have helped lo Strengthen QUI 
economy. They have established educational irttuttlUoos, and hospitals 
and promoted public welfare through a boundless spirit of service ami 
charity according to ihe highest ideal-, propounded hy Maharsln 
Zaratnuttra Ka*Iy thousand- of year, before Christ, h i. v.-cll re- 
cognised that the multt-dimcnsional development of the city of Bombay 

into one of the metropolises of Ihc world b no small measure due lo 
ihe en.-- nation, visum js w.-ll as the pngnutisni ol the sanflJJ 

Parsee community. I hope it wdl not Iv regarded a< venture ''me if 
I were lo endeavour to highlight som? of ihe es>-*enUals ol the Zoroas- 

irian rnflglan before ibis BDftn) cjihciine i do n because, 1 have 

read a liltlc about litis great r^lieion and have the highest regard an. I 
admiration for its terms which has v*» much in commm with the 
principal religious of the world. Further I think rdigl.n ind spiri- 
n..ilii> are central lo the life of cverv Panee It is tins bond of 
religion which has font strength und cohesion to ihc community through 
the VnSlCuudes o>f ccnturicv Iran and India have been sharers of 
common heritage in the pattern of their religion and culture. Both 
worshipped the creations of god represented by the nan, this noOA, 
the water* and the winds, etc. Both had a full realisation of God. 
the father of all who is behind and beyond Ihc phenomenal world, 
The Aryan ideal expressed in the Veda as Rula had its parallel in 
the Iranian ideal of \sha which was equivalent to Dharma winch 
became Dtntnna of Buddhism. But in Ihe first of Indian history the 
spiritual and social crisis arose which led to> the emergence of the 
great teacher Zarnlhushira. Indeed the mission which Zarathushlra was 
destined lo fi-lfil was nothing less than the redemption of humanity 
by the recstahlishment of spiritual and ethical values. 

"Born nearly ten centuries before Christ in a princely house. 
Spitamma who laicr became /jraihuslttra was laughi tun tirM lesion 
in love and devotion to God hy lib father. In Ms fifteenth year he 
retired into solitude icnouncing all worldly pleasure), possessions and 



desires. For (he next fifteen years he lived in meditation and prayer 
seeking union with Hod and then Spitamntu emerged into (he wnrld 

as Zaniihushira. He of the golden light, refulgent with divine wisdom 

and heavenly Invc. \lw insight into tbc •uprcmc reality resulted in 
Ms pfOc haWM M the Jocirinc of a religion which upheld moncthesm 
and H roofed in ihe ethical values of devotion, t r ax fa og. purity, e 
pasuoo charily and service. Zarathushlr:i eliminated multiplicity of 
a divinity by declaring 'There is none beside* ihc crealnr Ahura Mania. 
I seruhing emanates from Him and merges hack in Him at the end.' 
Ahura Ma?dn r» bnnlen. Nirguna Brahmin, ond b to be visualised 
only through lit*- m\ attributes. While 7amthu-shln helped people to 
chrystalisc their fuith in one supreme God. he went further and taught 

them a way of life in the wnrld of men, of being pure and good in 

thought, word ami deed. Tarathustiini j'uided people towards God 
through service of humanity 'He who milk. II a helper of the 

needy gets lbs Strength of ihe large.' Those that yivc shall be give" 
m creator measure ;ind the more we receive the more wc can offer 
others in service and substance The? Rig Vrt'i and the Avasta have 
a common background. The fire is the ssmbol of ihe all pervadtn* 
lieht — Jyotcsan and Jvotchecn. The hiah ideals of 7r>roastrian faith 
■fleeted in ihc manner in which (he Parsers Who came to sctile in 
our land thousands of sears ago developed Over the cen'uric*. They 
have shown a pioneering spirit, a progressive outlook and exemplary 
self-reliance. The manner in which the Zoroutrltn community adapt- 
ed ilself to the Indian ethos and merged with the mtfrl stream of the 
Indian national life without losing its identity is indeed unique. Thcv 
have earned the Admiration and affection of all sections; of out people 
and iheir enterprise and munificence, 

"it iv fa esary for me to nention names and iondurioni 

to illustrate the cmBliei and achievement* of the Pi 
They arc many and well known and widely acknowledged. Suffice il 
10 B) ihat ihc future augurs well for the fimmuiiiiy. The will, the 
resources and ihcir expend arc all there in abundant measun hi 
ensure hieh achievement in &1I fields but challenges are looming ahead. 
The w>rld is in a slate of flux, manner-, unci mode* are changing 
rup'dly. creatJnj whal is currently described m flw generation K-ip 
rfacrc a increasing mnb:lily of youth Stimulated pntlly by unemp'ny. 
meni and partly by an urge to seek, new experiences and new oppor- 
tunities in the wider world. There H said to he ■ Icrablc Parsec 
bnin drain from our country The r e are reports of Increasing poverty 
amone the Par-cc and more peop*e are seeking doles from Parsec 
trusts and of ihc plich: of the Parsccs living in rural areas. A'l ihCK 
point lo ihc fact that while Parsees have heen much betier off thnn 
manv other communities ihev arc not wholly Free from the proU 
of unemployment and poverty besetting us llicv: are u n o bl eiui that 
face all communities in ihe world and a ccrln'n measure of dvnamism 
is required in handling them. T am Mire ihnt both hy tradition and 
training Ihc Parsec community is quite capable of eencrntmg ihc re- 
quired resources and dynamism to meel the challenge successfully. 

"I am happ>y to nolc that the theme of this Congress is "The 
XoroaMrinn community in a chancing world ' This is mosl timely. I 



am sure thai a* a resull .>i your deliberations in which ZoroutriuH 
from all parta of the world will participate, you will DOI only identify 
Uic vital problems facing ihc community but abo consider Icasihle 
.solu lions (if the same. I how have my pleasure M inaugurating the 
3rd World Zoroastrian Congress. Jaihind Thank vou." 

fn his VOto o| thanks Mr. Honri J. H. 7'alcyarkhan laid 

"Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, what a galas-, d leaden we 
nave had Ihe honour to have, headed by no fcat than ihc Hon Ihc 
Vice President followed by His Excellency the Governor, followed hv 
our popular Chief Minister. Whai a wealth of enlightened thought ha- 
been expressed hy them, what a wealth of encouragement ami inspira- 
tion their Uiounhls have embraced and embodied for us and what a 
wealth of humility all their expression* and speeches have indicated 
of their hearts, of their nriodt, of then soak, 0< their spirits This 
is truly in ihc spirit of our fnilh of good thought, good word, good 
deed which our three leaders today, who I have the privilege of ex- 
prewmr ryir deepest sense of gratitude and beholdcnncss. have mani- 
fe&lcd today. For all their ideas which you have heard the career of 
tfioiiohts which have passed through their minds' is indeed also an 
expression of their great ennhdenee we enjoy as the Parsec community 
of India and as an integral part of Inttta 1 am sure I would not be 
mistaken Mr, Vice President, Mr. Qot BT DOl , Mr <"hicf Minister that 
•we command yon confidence because of ihc historical background 
datint* back to the struggle for freedom when we were Losiinfl between 
one world which was dead and the other at the moment appeared 
that ii wa; powerless to be bora. When wc were perhaps 'he only 
community, minority community which never asked for nodal treat- 
ment oi any kind, we did not a fear nor were afraid of the fact that 

we were in such microscopic minority that we wivuld be overlooked in 
our merits, in the recognition of our merits, because we had complete 
confidence in our leaders i*f our day as wc base them in the leaders 
of today. That is why Mr. Boman-Bchrarn the distinguished President 
of the Congress. Mr. Guzder the distinguished Chairman of ihc Central 
Com mi I lee today rightly stressed that however snuill our numbers may 
be wc are found everywhere. Lareesl numbers, the Chief Minister 
rightly said our home is in India and the largest number in Maharashtra 
hut we are found all over the country. Never have 50 many been 
found in so many places of the world and making an iniprc-.sion on 
the lands of lime And we hope and trust that we will be able to 
retain this for ever more. It is not only that we arc basking in rhc 
reflected glory of the past. As again has been mentioned we have 
aKo today achievements to our credit which can reflect on the work 
which wc are endeavouring; to do in our own way. So I have never 
been one who has feared that because wc arc a microscopic com- 
munity wc would suffer on that account, nor have our leaders done 
so because we know that we have the privilege of their confidence. 
Jn all spheres of activities of which references have been made of 
our representation whether in the government services, or private 
employ or anywhere. And this an indication of the faith, that be- 
cause of the power of faith that wc have in Lord Zarathushtra because 
of the fact that our religion perhaps one of the oldest in the world. 
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as the Governor said, has also a common trend of connection &od 
association with all other religions which have followed. Namely of 
good thought, flood word, good deed which is the fabric and edifice 
of religion all over Che world in the career of centuries which has come. 

"Here we have a representation of three of our biggest religions, 
two of nur highest religions Hinduism in India. Islam and our own 
religion Zoroast nanism along with so manv other religions and perhaps. 
Sir. we must be the only country in the world which in spite of 
having so manv rcKeinns. so manv communities, so mnnv tnneuat»cs. so 
manv castes and creeds have shown their stamp of character, of recti- 
tude of character, of unity of purpose and diversity in culture which 
no one ttbfl has ever been able to do so. And in this we are proud 
to say that Parsecs have heen a part anrt " parcel of this creat effort 
and endeavour in the buildine up of out national development and 
we hone and trust that in future we continue to do so There are 
out of 200 countries in the world, over 100 countries which have a 
population of less than one million, there arc 60 countries which have 
a population less than half a million, there are 38 countries which 
have a population of the total community of the Parsees that is 1,25.000 
and still they all enjoy the importance which their merits deserve. 

"So I would consider in conclusion a fittinc tribute as Mr. Guzdcr 

said in the course of his remarks that there should be constructive 
outcome of this conference and I would consider the lonmnst nriorilv 
requiring to be given to the economic aspect of il namelv to trv and 
see how we can improve our economic condition particularly that 

of housing and from whatever funds we have collected and whatever 
funds are nit the disposal of the Pnnchavcts or the Aniumans which 
thev can use for the purnasc and which we are trvinc gallantly to do. 
wc should create an edifice today called the 3rd World 7oronstrian 
Housing Colonies, well in Bombay or anywhere, and that will be a 

standing monument of the work of this conference, free from anv 

■controversies full of tolerance and of understanding, the spirit which 
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru inbred in us and embedded 

in as So with these words Sir. the beginning of the conference which 
vou Vice President Jattiji from a villaee to Vice Presidency which you 
have risen to. you in your spiritualism, knowinft vou as T have the 

honour of doinp. a man of the deepest faith, and deepest relieion who 
has considered his abiding faith as the streneth of his life, has heen 

rcconeniscd hv the Nation bv bcimr marie the second hiBhesI citizen 
of the country. It is an indication of the continuity of humility which 
Mahatma Gandhi taught us and in that snirit may we hope and trust 
that the deliberations of the Congress which begin tomorrow God will 
go with us and give us His blessings." 

The proceedings ended with a pravcr for the souls of those who had perished 
in the disaster on the niehf of the New Year and the National Anthem sung 
by the students of the Sir J.J.P.B. Institution ("Girls). 

The Hall was filled to capacity and extra chairs had to be provided in 



the aisles and the side corridors. 
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The Chairman. Mr Burjnr Anlia. opened Ihc Sttnofl with appr o pr ia te re- 
marks, while welcoming Ihc dc Iconics. Religion, he laid, wa.s a potent force 
Ihal rcsulalcd the history of mankind and that wa« shaped bv a wi*c Croup 
of people called Alhornarv. In ihc p.i.t we hail neat DastUTJU like Arda Viraf. 
Adcrhad Mara-, pa nd Ncrio*anp Dhaval. McHcrji Ran and other*. !( was witl* 

a view lo uplifting the proeni class of Athnrmnt lhat learned scholars had 
agreed to put forward their v"cwv and offer their irtlggcstlofH He ihen called 
upon ihc scholars to read their pupcr* 

1. URVAD PASHOTAN PECR* in bis paper depJoring the oNnodllng 

numher n* VIohcds slated) that in the year 1874 there were K5 PrietfJ with a 
population of 4H.00O Parvs in Bombay whereas now. there were about 
Prat*, with a population "I 65.000 Pji .-nt in Bombay and about MO 

10 400 Priesis m the whole of India. Referring to the estaHi.luneni of lite 
M. P Cama Athornan Infinite at Andbcri I rvad Peer Mated lhat for the 
first two decades a large number of trained Priests came from the Madrcssa. 
bin Ivtwecn f9S5 ami 1973 the Institute pnxluccd only seven lo eighl qualified 
priest* every year and) hardl\ a few of them hz\e adored the privity * Kttl 
Eventually Ihc older generation "f yoidnthrcgars died nut ;md today there are 
hardly 65 yo/dauH regard in ihc whole of India. With ihc spread of cducalion 

and Athornan Mi itudcoia being allowed to take up raker edocslian. 

'he would-be priests preferred to seek (heir bTcad elsewhere rather Kan in pa 
boaL To attract future Mobed* he sugges-led Kheaea for ihc beUornent 4 

the class, namely, a central fund, raising of various ceremony rates, trin—- benefits 
like provident fund, and medical and educational help. He ab>o suggested cofr- 
iribution by WW) Zoroastriaii family of at least Rs. 50/- a vettr for the Central 
Fund. 
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En-ad Peer referred la a scheme of ihe Cam a Alhornuit Madicva "»hcrcb> 
Rs 100'- arc deposited in a Bank in the jaipl names of Ihe boy and the Trustee 
as he is admitted. Rv 100- r - are then deposited every month and after seven 
year, when the hoy leaves the Madressa the amount accumulates to Rs. 10.000V-. 
Therealtcr UV hoy is required lf> work 2s a Priest for 15 years, at the end nl 
which he will get Rs M.0O0-. ffa wanted the community to accept Ihe problem 
of dwindline priestly claw as chatlenec and to rise to the OCCanaB H (MM man 

2. MR PRSHOTAN NARGOI WALV in hi> paper abo referred lo Ihe 
Cama Athornan Scheme whereby 1 student on passing out as; .1 Mnhrd and 
working fi»r another IS years as n Priest wo-idd ect Rs. 54.000,'-. which wouW 
cam for him an inicrcst of R< V¥)'- per month from his investments in addition 
to his professional income of Rs. MTi - ro 300 - per month. He added that the 
Ida) nunibei of pupils at Ihe Coma Athornan Institute was M including 4 
pupils >n the 9th and 10th Stand ants., tec whom the old SS.C. curriculum Mill 
applied. He expressed a douht if a Cania Athornan Institute W XiM he able 
to produce scholars as the Scheme was Mohcdi-orienied. 

As lo the declining number of Mnhcxk Mr. Nargolwala dialed that accord- 
inc. to historical record* there were as many a* 5000 Mobeds in Rnmhav 'centuries 
ago' for a Pars! population of ' 50,00(V and today the number of Mobeds in 
Bomhav stood around 700' for a Parsi population of *fiO,(M'K V. On an all India 
basis he compute*! it to be about 4UO. He fell bv 2JT00 AD the: numbo woull 
he reduced to 150. He attributed (he fall in number lo Ihe following: 

I) Families had dwindled in numbers ir air siraia or voci:i\ including Ihe 

Mobeds. 

Z) Tor economic and social reason-* a number of Mobeds renuin I 
'ITvc general complaint i« that girls are reluctant to marry Mohcd.. whine life- 
■i\Il- ai home is full of drudgery 

3> The sons nf Mohcds take lo more lucrative and stable nr. Sessions. 

4i rite sounder feneration of Moheds is reluctant to accept the Uriel 
discipline and rigours of life required by the Ynzdalhregarx 

5) Tlie Mobed feels thai the llehdin is not prepared to pivc him ;i i»ir deal. 

Mr. Narffllwala computed that whereas tltcrc should he nl least si* mobeds 
Coding into profession every year on an average the present situation was thai 
in the last 20 years not more than two nfobedl had been proJiiccd. If mC 
dma Athornan Institute could produce under its Scheme two Mobed* 1 year. 
IflC Dudar Alhornan Madrc&vt according lo hint should produce al teasl four 
Mobeds a year Mr Narpolwala pointed out that in his calculation a Boating 
population of 2fili *r iDOffS part-lime Mobeds in Bombay and other towns was. 
taken into consideration. 
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The scarcity of Mobed*. Mr. Nargolwjila fell, would in course of time 
affect the maintenance of ajfaria and Atath Rchrams and he Tell that 3 ma 
Of some of the Aginries would have to be considered. He. bovcm, slated that 
he w:i- nol living to with a view to create alarm, but with the sole purpose 
that I -tmity prepare from now to face the situation in an orderly manner. 

Mr. NarRolwala did not concur wilh some of the recommendations made 
in the pa.st which were not satisfsine to all concerned. He recommended tlvit 
II there should be maintenance of complete statistic of Monctk. ?V a study 
Of fund-, donated in the prtsi for Mobod"l wi-lfare should be made. 3) there should 
he a Central Fund. 4) there B&OdM be religion-: classes. 5) fees for various 

OBremnnics should be reviewed every three jttfl hv a Committee. 6) there 
should be a merger of Atfarics that arc non-viable. 7) PanthaVi system should 

he modified. fl> the two Mndressas should eomhinc with a view to produce 
Moberfs. 9> there should pe free medical aid and eduction. 10"* five to ten 
flat allotments should he made ti> the Mohcd families whenever allotment* 
are made. Ill a "rant of Rs |0.onr>f- should be oiven to everv full-time Mobod 
far getting married. 13* to meet Mohed reururcments otiiside India there shonM 
be a liaison between ZoroaMnan Association^ of Iran. t'.K . l'.S A. nnd other 

countries and priests, sent as teachers and preachers, to which end their edu- 
cation -hould be oriented 

3. DR. BUZARJMFHR MEHR* fell that I priest should not onlv cam 
Qui rinnls hut should also he an educator for wMdl he should he remunerated 
well He aho felt thai the \ouneer generation should be taught to respevl 
priestfl. He spoke with .some satisfaction when he said that some educated 
young Indian ZcYOOfttriJua who arc now working in Iran in varinus ifckb and 
who are descended from the priestly clan, help in performing lashans. initia- 
tion Ctremoftfet, menaces, ceremonies for the dead and conducting religious 
lectures for the young and the old, All this thev do after their daily work 
and <xi holidavs. In order to allow the cultur.il heritage of the Znroastrians 
lo continue ii shuuld he tramniUted from Generation lo generation, and he asked 
scholars, tbeolofjaju and priests to come together to produce adequate litera- 
ture in the language known to the young generati.w. Translations alone are 
not adequate and there should be explanations if ihe cultural heritage is to be 
assimilated and the performance of religious practice is to be made a part 
»rf da> -to-day life 

WORKSHOP: (11.00 to 1230 P.M.) 

The following points wrrc made in the discussion : 

1) In ancient Iran the 1 ire Temple was not merely a Fire Temple and 
ihe priest was not merely a priest hut also a professor of sciences, a sureeon. 
a physician, an astrologer, and a counsellor during war and peace. 2) There 
is a split in ihe Athornnn community on carrying out ceremonies: of a certain 
nature nnd in order to brine about o rapprochement there should be a sanction- 
ing authority or enforcing authority which could be the Federation of the Paru 
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Anjununs .11 The Mobed* should he taught some craft so that in their spare 
lime Ihey could supplement Iheir income and maintain iheir .scll-respcci -U The 

Central Fund will not help much. Athenians themselves should come forward 
lo help themselves. 5) There shouM be faith in oor religious ceremonies with 
iheir mystic effect 6) A delegate offered to eivc Rv 10.000'- lo a pries; to gel 
married provided he were prepared to remain n priest and further, if he were 
prepared lo go to Iran Ihe amount would be doubled. 7) There should be a 
minimum wage for all Mohcds which should not vary from Agfcr) to Agiary 
and from At ash Bchram to Atash Bertram. S) To make an extra penny d urine. 
iheir leisure hours ihe "Mobed* could lake advantage of loan-pis in» agencies of 
fovernmcnl. 9) Mobed* should be given bonusc* and free homing. 10| Pari 
lime priesthood should be encouraged. II) Some foreign Universities should 
be requested io set-up a department for post-graduate course fa leaching A vesta- 
12) If the Molwds have a union they could gel equal rights and equal payment 
without any difference between Ihe Panthuki and the Mobed. 13) The problem 
seems lo be partly a management problem and partly manae?ment of emotions. 
since religion K fosing its hold all over the world. 14) The M. F. Cama Athor- 
nan Institute has; made an apnea! lo some trust funds to donate lo a Central 
Fund, which it is Irving to collect 15) The priestly class should hu cnliohlcned 
and learned and instead Of taking tip handicrafts and some sitch Ihinc in iheir 
spare time Ihey should devote their time to research. 16) When Mobed* per- 
form ceremonies the laity notice thai ihcy have no faith nor devotion lor the 
work they arc carrying out. 17) The two Madressas need noc he combined 
.is ihe result wojld he drastic IK) Throe types of Athomnns are required, 
namely. Hcholarly type, teachers and preachers and humble ones who can per- 
form ceremonies wilh faith and devotion. 1°) Instead of creating funds the 
rates for Ihe work that the Mobed* do should he raided. 2i>) There arc only 
two problems — one the paucity of priests and the second their economic 
condition ?\) In the Inst 20 year* the Athornan MadrefU has prudiccd as 
many as I2S priestly hovs wilh full-fledged training, but out of these hardly 
15 to 20 arc tendinu to lire Temples Thus RV 20.000/-. spent on producing 
OIK Mfhed. who docs not take to the profession, go tc* waste and so do milliomN 
Of rupees on several of ihcm. 

Summary as presented in the Concluding Session 

1. Unless ihe spiritual needs of the Community are satisfied, the survival 
of the Community itself will become a fatal situation for the morrow. 
Therefore, let our watchword he "No Priest. No Parsis". Il is recom- 
mended that the existing Funds with ihe Aniuman-c and Punchayets 
should be -studied from the amfe of their being utilised for Mobed 
welfare. To preserve the priestly class and to improve Its condition. 
faith in purity and virtue, faith in efficiency of pi i ,nd ceremonies 

ltd be revived in the hearts of both the pnest* and Ihe Behdins To 
motivate faith in our religion, the existing religious ctas-.^ shruld be 
revitalised and new religious classes should be established 



2. 



In the past, much ha^ been spoken and suggested for ihe uplift of the 
is but malting has been done. Now iv the time to set a lime- 
bound programme and lo produce results. 

The problems of the priests, their existence, maintenance and conti- 
nuation is lo be treated as die problem »f i lie whole community und 
not Ihe problem of an individual priest family. 
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riie Community s-hould 

4. Make our priests free from \*.fldl> needs 

li should provide ihcm .ind ihcir children (re:- residential accommoda- 
tion, free education, free medical aid. insurance. provident (und. pennon 
and other benefits. An ad hoc grant pi R , ininii - fof ever) MObcd 

desirine. matrimony is. recommended. 

5. \\x remuneration i»f 1 he different eer.-morik-. which the priests perform 
so thai they may have a decent '-tand^rd of life 

!• Fnl'iiM the work of aflttKonttkm of DOT primus lo a Central Org;nn-.i- 

riofl Such an Ori:ani-aiion should he an Institution established prior 

1961 U that donalion> to such imlilutiom do not ittTMl iiH'om.Mav 

Individual or charitable DrganfatttiflfM arc requested to donate lo I his 

Central Organisation. 

7. Merge financially and. organisationally weaker fire tempfo wild better 
organised fire temples to avoid sudden closure o( or interrupter m their 
fu net inning. 

8 Maintain with the Central Orc;u<i-.aiion a record of priests, their nanus 
addn-kvc- i r ..;-. financial pmraVm. etc, 50 lhat ih* 
Community may know the problems Of the priestly class and take re- 
medial steps. 

9 Hcvive and neviiiili/i- oar Mndrcssts (0 that they can fulfil (fit! BOOM 

of the / Irian bj nrovidint 

>->/dathrcpar priests. 

(h> I mcn g n :*nd preachers who Oil effectived CondtfCl the; cfaiSKS lo 

impart flefigiaui knowledge not .mis for the children, hml nh.o lor 
grownup, 

(c) and la\t hut not Ihfl leaM ScnoPn* should (In rcwiich wark on 
/-nnasiri;in philosophy and stand in comparison with the pn'csls 
o| the other Communities. 

In other words, what we want are qualified teamed find cnliehlencd 
priests with missionary zeal to spread the message of Zaraihushtra. 

if). Our ceremonies and rituals should be vmpk and less Mpcnslvc ih.m 
today and the Central Organisation should lay down the Guidelines for 
the same. Generalised mitt prayers during auspiiiotrs and 

Muktad should be encouraged 

II. Voluntary, honorary and part-time priests should be encouraged la 
work as priests apart from attending lo their full-time occupations. 
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At tern mm Scsvtim 
TOPIC NO. HI 

PAPI R Kl I I0IOUS I l>! i-ATION FOR THE YOUNGER 

GENERATIONS OF ZOROASTRIANS IN INDIA 

MX) to 330 I'M. Chairman — Dasiur N. D. Mioochcr-Homjl 

Rapporteur — Dr. (Miss) Mchroo D Bengalee 

Paper Readers —I. Dr. H. B. Dhall.i 

2. Dr. t\ir | \, .„ <. BiUimori i 
v Mr Aspi Moddk 

4 Mrs. P. M Junyalwalla 
: 30 to 4.00 PM CoOoo Break 

a.uu io 530 PM Wcriofcop 

WB PM I'nterUinnurnt 

Parsi Opei.tia — Rirla Mjtu-liri SnbnJUjar 

Daslur Minth.her-H.imyl, the Chairman, began the Session With prayer 
from \vcala and Sanskrit and then called upon the tpcafcprs 10 read their papers 

I. DR. HOMI DHAM-A* started his paper with the misgiving K 10 
whether religious instruction could be assumed complacently lo continue undis- 
turbed its tradition as in the list 125 years, Ihe disturbing factors according 
to him were penonal national and international, but not the least the aj*c we 
were living in ihe maefatroin of scepticism. He traced the rise of scepuctsm 
through Ihc ages and referred in the need for religi tonsni .i- 

propounded in the Constitution of India. There were retiekMH instruction eta 
for boy* ami yirU already in existence in 1*52 accotrlinj i i i Circular of the 
Bombay Parsi Puniha>ei and llm was continued b> successive Puncli.iu". Trus- 
tees in Bombay Mid several towns of Gujarat. In B«»m> i us educal 

.irsi students *.is bony ghCfl in son>c six Pa r>i- managed Bynnjec 

Jcjcebhoy Parsi Qtafhabfi Institution. I_ad> Lngincer High School, Btl ManocSc- 
hai N Gamadia Girls* High School. Bai Bhikhatii Shapurji Hernial I -v GirV High 
School. Sir Jaiif-hctfcc Jejccbhoy Fort Bo>>' Efigp Sohonl, and Sir Jamshetj-ec 
Jc'cchhoy Karl CiirU" Hieh School. 

Referring to the mochMnCi n| education Dr Dttafla [ell il'.it vm.M- ttudents 

could be motivated loto examining the reasons for belief, if ihc teacher could 
present valid one*, and this would enable the student to form hi*, own convictions 
and acquire vahiei Children muM he used io Baking question!, dutcunrjng point-* 

and even just throwing out Ideas, He ernp I; i-is. ! the necessity of reJlgioUS 
Beaching b\ audfo-visual and graphic methods- Senior students should he en- 



m- HOMI b imui v 

■ Having graduated tr«*n '.he Univcru:? at Bombay. w*-ni lo Harvard S&SN lie Jhu.rhni 
his MaUcr » dcKicc Subwjucmly obtained hK doctoral* id A.cU.-1'itib** lo-ra ihc 
Lmveruiy at Bonfca) i nfaMi) carrying out rescarrti »ort at the k H I .imi Urienul 
taaftv 



couraged lo pa r t k ipoic En groups sudi a.-, a rcadtruj circle during vncaUans. trips 

In places or pilgrimage and places of bJfforfaaJ interest. He emphasised the 
role of ihe teacher, the parents and the priests-. Df, Ohullu concluded lhal reli- 
gious education imparled in the Iruc spirit is vital lo (he health of the nalion. 
But ii should be something more virile than n benevolent Iiiimiihumii He sug- 
gested making of film 1 , on socio- religious schema for circulation among r\tr>i 

schools and colonies. 

2. DR. AVAN GODREJ BILLIMORI.V thought lhal in the ZoraMttfaui 

community of today religious education of children is left mostly lo chance. 
There are no guide lines for parents or teachers The task of educating our 
children in Use ways of religion is a formidable r>nc Tin mart important need 
k lo acquire objective and factual knowledge a, hi hi i our history, doctrfna and 
observances by the adult generation and domination of ihis knowledge to the 
young formative minds. Questioning whether religious elates arc lh-e answer 
Dr. (Miv-t Billiraoria fell lhal looking lo the present condition .* knowledge a 
formal religious school is a. possible alternative Guidelines could tx- set up 
by i panel of scholars and educators for training up teachers tor such religious 
school-; In ihe Chicago metropnJiuin area, from where she came as a delegate 
there is a three-pronced approach : 

I ) Monthly adult education scries. 

-) Performance of ceremonies and rituals such as Jaxhans. MuMad. Gham- 
bars, etc. and 

" Kciigiou* instruction dam for cbttdren 

Questioning whether Avcslan players should be in modern translated Ian- 
gu.ig.-_s Dr. iMi'.i Baiimoria said thai prayer bu been described as the regudtng 

>i| t.-!,iy in relation lo Lternity. The perforflUUUfl of CeVCSIIaniOl fcBd chanting 
of hymns without understanding their meaning is often rejected bj Ihe Jfounsjet 
generation as being dogmatic. They wunl lo know the 'whys* and 'whercforV 
of rituals The middle-path would he to interpret ZorotstnaW icndiing in a 
meaningful way. 

*. MR. ASPI MODDIE* started his paper with certain has., uiu pusiti oua 
(l> thai the community and particularly the young have the problem of living 
with change meaningfully, t2) that seeing and understanding nvanmiifull;, should 
he through the eyes and minds of the young who represent the future. (3i lhal 
the leaders nf the community, in their different croups in dillercnl parts of the 



DSt (MR&> AWN C. S>IU.IM<iKM 

• Dr <Un) BiUimofU. a P*rae Zoroaslrian. w» formed \ a resident i>( bomtm. wtac 
ah* obtained the MA degree from the l r ms"cniiy of ri<»mr>.»\ Laltr, emigrated lo \t< 
U.S.A where «hc obtained her doetoralc from ihe Utlaatfl I of ' * ■ • » i > . - 1 ■ • c s Cur- 

raitly. Profcuor of Psychology at Ifnivcnily of Illinois I trip-. ZorotnUuttl in 

Chicago lo better understand thurr rdicVn b% running reliaiou* cjucilional cwsan then 

MR. A. D. MODDIE 

• Served in tlie Indian Army as on Officer in World Wnt II. Sulnequenlly, joined the 

Indian Administrative Service. Later, joined Hindustan lever I .id) . and became z Mem- 
ber of Ihe Board of Directors laier on. On retirement, now practice* u * Management 
(•.•militant in Delhi. 
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world, cannot afhxd lo confront the problem ot change with a rigid change 

.iii.l n*t-diangc dichotomy. (•)) that ihc fundamental educational problem or the 
ZOTOattriaa child is o) drying; up of cultural and rctigious rooU, b) its idcnlily 
and involvement in a microscopic community spread all over the world and 
cl ihc absence of a clear perception of a body of li\ing value*. <5| thai the 
problem of pre-school education is squarely ihc responsibility of (he parents, 
priests and local puncbayeu 

The richest community in South Asia in per capita terms, namely, the Par-i 
/.■»¥■ lasirians, has practically no research- based knowledge about their contempo- 
rary condition- Interpretation* oil the Zoroa-ttrUfl religion nnd culture which 
aim ire in archaic idiom and context which are not meaningful to lite young 
generation of today. A child needs to understand the (caching of good thought, 
word and deed through their meaningfulncss in history, legend and contempo- 
rary living. Avcsta and the Rig Veda were the works of the simple societies 
living close to nature's elements and seeing supernatural forces in those elements. 
Hi is could be explained in a more rational way with relevance to mndcrn 
environment and to all this, knowledgeable and imaginative when and cream o 
people should be commissioned (o interpret, produce and publish the requbta 
material 

4 DR. (MRS.) P. N. JLNGALWALLA* felt that BBOrfai studies had I 
on such enormous dimensions thai religious education was relegated to an after 
thought. To integrate our children in their faith so as lo compare and contrast 
the teachings of Zarathushtra with those of other prophotl and seers, we need 

not tmly to have gMtd teacher* but also a graded mta *>f religious text books 
for all ages. There is a great dearth of children's books on our religion. There 
must be a modernistic approach in the leaching Of MIC .Inklrcn and full use 
should be made of modern media. Great care should he taken not to indulge 
in misleading translations, and persistent distortions should be pointed mil b3 
all young ;rxopfc 

WORKSHOP: (4.00 to 5J0 P.M.) 

The discuvsionLsts brought out the desirability of having good literature 

for training teachers and adults and the necessity of tending out lecturers to- 
explain religious tenets in nut-of-lhe-way and far-nil -places. 

A book on catechism was emphasised. 

One of the parents from abroad, who had married a non-Parsi and whose 
wife wanted the children lo be given instruction in 7oroasirianiitu. said he was 
al a loss xs he did not have enough literature on hand. 

Someone suggested that a community like the Parsis. rich in heritage and 
money, was very poor in publicity and propaganda 



NB I1I.OO NANAVITTY-Jl NCsLWAUA 

• t'lloo Nanavutty (Mr*. P N. JuojjlwttUa) graduaicd KftOfl College, Cambridge 

Univertity. She lectured it the llnivcnitia of Bombay and Delhi for iweha yean and 

WM Principal of the Janki Devi College, Delhi, from I960 to 1966. Her publi.lied works 
lc "The KuMi Prayer* and ihcir htpotitioa" <I941|. "Songj of Zamihuahlra" (1952), 
"Fiavaranc" (|W9) and "Z*r«ihLi»hira" (196*). She u currcnily engaged in inuulaUng 
inlc English, portiom of Ihe "Khordeh Avcsla," the book of dally prayen of the Parsii. 
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\ HJ&efttton WW *v,.ide thai women would make belter leathers Ihiin 

Mnheds. 

The papers brooglil ciui ihe urgent need, which had ari*:n due la ( li dispcr- 
sal of Zoroaslrians all over the world which has resulted in the loosening 01 
contacts and difficulty of aaswering .•some relevant questions pcoed by the young 
who Pre growing up in the diverse cultures and communities, (2( /,oroastriaiiN 
find themselves falling behind) limes and getting outdated in ever-changing moral 
and religious values, and (?>) with secularism being accepted in our country, 
there is no formal religious education for our children and it is left to chance. 

All the speakers emphasised the imparling; of religious education through 
modern media like T.V.. Radio, Movie. Audio-visual apparatus and a lot i>l 
illustrative literature, both instructive and entertaining. 

While there WIS gOftte difference of opiniom between speakers as to who 
should do the teaching, some fell the priests should do so and some wanted trained 
teachers. But they were all agreed about the role of the parents. 

While the children were willing, intelligent, and enthusiastic and showed 
concern about religion, the feeling was chat tlicy did noi huve sufficient number 
of well-irained teachers. Religion is caught and not taught and. therefore, parents 

must create such an environment in the home, N.» priests should accept to 
perform the marriage ceremony until it is understood by the couple and what 
their commitments would bo to> their community and religion and ooligBtion 
lo their children, \ young delegate suggested thai iliere should lw more oppor- 
tunities for the young to have regular meetings for religious indirection with 
social and recreational activities lu ailracl modern teenagers, 

Summary as presented in the concluding Session: 

1. Wc niuM plan ahead, organise and plunge into action. There is no 
dearth of funds, personnel talents and selfless volunteers If a1 all there i 
any dearth it is of patient and tolerant people, possessing insight, foresight and 
far-siglu in dealing with our community problems. 

2. We should direct our activities initially in the Parsi colonies and help 
ihem to lorm committees of ycholars. teachers', parents and young people and 
to start religion-, activities or instruction according to their needs and con- 
veniences. 

3. Parents should be prepared for religious guidance, teachers Cor religious 
instruction, scholars and scientists for research work and priest:: lor indepth 
knowledge off religious riles and dogmas. 

4. There is a very vital need f^r a Child Guidance Clink and a Marriage 
Guidance Bureau at the Parsi General Hcrspisal and in Colonics respectively, 
to help children and adults to resolve their very pcisonal problems. Trained 
psychiatrists, counsellors and psychologists will be readily available. 
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1100 to 1X30 I'M -Workshop 

Mrs. Gulestan R. Billunonu. the Chairman slated u.1 the outset that .she 
would reserve her remark-, and request Ihc speakers lo deliver their papers. 

1. DR HOMI SF-THNA* in his short speech ably brought OUI ihc value 
of tedinkll mining and education in tlic fields of science In the eaily 
when (here was not enough education in the other communities ~>ur graduates 
got jot* easily. Rut now the situation is different The present standard of 
education afto cumulation ha.*. K> deteriorated Ail the number of flfsl and 

uid class graduates far outnumber the pass class graduates ami in these 
circumstances our graduates find it difficult to find jobs. Accord ini: to him we 
have set our goal* wrongly, wc have become lazy and we have lott our em- 
phasis on dignus ol labour. Cbtlflfs adoration i> not f«w everybody. V>'c should 
mslo sflorl and moneys <<i charitable trusts for pushing a child through 

lege. Our forefathers nude a name for themselves as nuetci cra/bmen. 
Parsi carpenters ship-huikiers were famous. Today it is next to impossible to 
find a Parsi carpenter or an electrician or a machinist, when it fa possible for 
such craftsmen to cum more than a graduate who lias fewer opening.-. Il is 
a sad commentary on our very narrow outlook lo education, because of which 
Parsi tnatHutiooc giving vocational trainings had lo close down. He said he 
was reierring US the Gamadia Polytec h nic in Bombay and tlie Parvkh Polytechnic 
in Sum i, whkn used to> give excellent training in several trades and had pro- 



I»R HOMI M SMJOV \\JI SETHMA 

HSo. DSc (TechJ lllombay). M.S.E. (Michigan) 

FA.Sc. F.N A, FJJL, D.Sc. 

" Dr Scthnji » ihe tectpicnl of many honorary IlSc ck-grcc* and ionuniciabl. 

been cutifcctcU upon him. both in India, and abroad. I«>r hi* original ou.iiribuhon* 
in the iidd ol Science He was awarded the "Padma ShffT in 1959. 11* "Pidnu 
Bhwhaa" in 1<*6 and ihc "Padma Vibhu*hao" in 1975. 

He has beet, a member of the Governing Council of the Tata butiuiu, of Fundameoui 
Kceir^h Mee 1012 and Chairman of ilw Tata Memorial Cailrc Bombay comitiing ol 
iho Tala Memorial I loipiml and Cancer Research Institute. He t% a Fellow o( ihc 
Indian National Seicncc Academy wid m Life Member of the Indian Academy of Scion cci 
and al'o of Iho Imiiiution of Engineer* (lutli.i 

Al present, he k Secretary to tl>e tiovecnment of India. Department of Atomic Energy 
and Chairman, Atomic Energy Commisioa. 



duccd good craftsmen He exhorted ihc enmmunily to think why and how 
it happened. 

In the past wc had greatly contributed to agriculture ami horticulture. We 
lost it all out of laziness — too much reliance on loddiy business and *gan«>r 
and loo little reliance on ourscKcv lie believed thai it was necttvirs th,il 
the Golvad and Navsari Rural Homes should be biased towards agriculture 
and) rural culture rather than towards an urban culture Farmer* have been 
given much protection and financial henoiiu and incentives by government but 
they have ignored them. 

We have failed to etablish rapport at the political and social level. Our 
educational policies are to blame for that 

Our country has grown tremendously in the industrial sector, both large 
and smill scale, and therefore there is a fantastic score for new* industries. 
Dr. Scthna urged science and engineering graduates who have gone abroad to 
seriously consider the very bright prospects in the country to utilise their BX< 

pertise and managerial and entrepreneurial skills for the development of our 
country. 

A pitiful number of boy-s arc g"ing in for science and engineering, said 

Dr. .Scthna. We need a number of scientists and engineers. Dr. Scthna could 
not help but mention that our girls as a rule had done much belter in scholastic 
endeavour than the boys. A similar situation prevailed in medical anil other 
life sciences. 

In conclusion Dr. Scthna stressed that our educational programme and 
strategics should be such as to (at bring laj and keep u.% in the mainsir.ain iX. 
social and political life in the country; iht enable us to utilise the wide ranging 
of talent in the community; (c) selectively channelise the gifted students li> 
special institutions which trusts can establish; (d) up date our chanty sch 
so that they can provide the bent education; (c) provide ample c*ppo<l unities 
lo rural children to acquire skills in agriculture, horticulture, etc., which would 

harmonise them for life in the rural environment; (f) provido guidance: in res- 
pect of newer emerging areas of science und technology; (g) linally, make Lhcm 
into human beings, sensitive to the happenings in and around in1(i their 
surroundings. 

2 DR (MISSi DASTUR stated (hat formal) the Pursi Schooh und tc 
admit only Parsi children but since the Government Order ot 1953 nn>.i ol 
the schools have been thrown open to all communities. Which ^tep ha* bene- 
liilcd our children as they have 10 ix more .Uert in scholarly putbuiis due \q 
keen conipcuuon irons otnec aon*Mual uuiaren. Prom iicr personal experience 
she suied Urn stainJatOs 01 tcacning, especially in guts KnOvUB, nave uupuiveu. 
i i-ii..iwing modern uend* m education put lorlh in huropc ami Amen*. a. our 
schools, ioo oenu towards non-rcligiou* oducdtioo wmi cmptiasu on flUUOi and 
universal truths rather than religious tenets. A modern itate seek* \o equalise 
the opportunity (ex c*iuc»uoo to all its people irrespective ,«i status, in Hie or 
Wealth. 1 here lit vrtndl oi change which will not allow the bhthJS between 
the have* and have-nots. The study of religious tcneLs and their significance 
is Ihc domestic or group obligation. Modern educational \Wem should keep 
religion and rclieiou'. practices out of school curriculum 
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Parsb arc somehow loath to use their liands and prefer while collar jobs. 

tiducation is to make individuals more useful member; of society. One of l(hc 

best ways is to get children familiar with their environment. In view of this 
Miss Dastur felt that Zoroaslrian children could not have a ready-made design 
t>f education being Zoroastrian. Ilrey would have lo fail in Jine with the 

design provided by the valid social milieu in which they reside. Education 
must enable every individual to find his best self. 

WORKSHOP: (11.00 to 1230 P.M.) 

In the discussion that followed the pros and cons of technical education 
were considered. One participant pointed out that the boys out of the Poona 
Orphanage had to compete with inter-science student-; for entering into an 
engineering college as the latter had a belter grasp of mathematics and science 
subjects Dr. Sclhna pointed out that he was talking about a technical school 
which train people at the technician level, that is persons who could work 
with their hands. A technical-biased school is a school which prepares students 
for entry into a university for engineering degree. 

One of the participants firmly believed that if there was any crisis in 
the community it was the crisis of character. 

The. principal of a boarding school stated that actually education is pre- 
paration lor life and he felt that the present education was in the hands of 
five *laks'. They are "Palak* the parent, 'Malak' the governing body, 'Chalak' 
the principal and teachers. "Sanchalak" the director of education, and 'Balak' 
the child, the last one being mostly forgotten. 

One of the participants sktted thai with the same amount of expenditure 

which we incur on foreign education we could have double or treble ihc num- 
ber being educated and trained in India. 

An Iranian delegate pointed out that they did not leave everything to the 
Anjumans. But there were different organisations which looked after Ihc re- 
quirements of different types of people insofar as their education is concerned. 

One of the participants, a Professor, disagreed with Dr. Sclhna and >*aiJ 
that our boys were not lazy. Given the opportunity they could show them- 
selves. According to him our examination system an<t curriculum of educa- 
tion were at fault. 

Another Professor showed with statistics that quite an appreciable number 
of boys and girls went in for scientific, medical, engineering and technical 
education. 

One of the participants suggested that ihe community should keep track 
of foreign returned students and absorbed them in various places and. if settled 
abroad, show them openings for employment on their rclurn home. 

Someone suggested a leadership course for the youth. 

Another person stated that counselling of parents was more important than 
the counselling of children. We should have some kind of supporting system 
whereby intelligent and clever boys, who can go ahead in professions, are 
picked out. 



One of the participant', pointed out that during the whole talk and dir 
cussion not a word was -aid about Ihc physical education which was very 
important. 

Summary as presented in the concluding Session: 

I. The problems of education are complex. The survival of the community 
depends upon its adjustment to the changing socio-economic, political, cultural 
and linguistic policies of the state While adopting national languages, the 
importance of the English language should not be overlooked. The imparling 
of Zoruaslrian religion should be the responsibility o| ihc family and of com- 
munity centres. 

2 With Ihc demoralisation or" education and consequent competition from 
ibtBf Communities. Vouth should nol expect protectionism. Our goals must 
be clarified and values rc-ad justed. The dignity of hand work and hard work 
need be stressed. We should discourage youth* from expecting easy and cushy 
)obs in urban cent rev Instead they 'Jiould seek new pastures in rural areas. 

3. High iate education ihoukl be more selective and based on 

takal and abili: > I here is need for technical and cmploymcni-oricnicd educa- 
tion II is necessary to cash in on new industrial projects outside Bombay 
and thus avoid concentration in the city. 

4. Diversified education to suit each age and vex group should be con- 
sidered The value of prc-school education." utilising all the faculties of the 
child during its dcvdopmcoul period and the importance of 'the hand' In 
education ui ail levcb od devokiprneai was emphasised 

5. Talented children should be discovered early in life and facilities pro- 
vided for the expansion of their personalities both in urban and in rural set- 
tings. The needs of rural areas requiring specialised skills and know-how must 
be taken into consideration. 

€. There arc advantages and disadvantages of living in communal Colo- 
n;cs. of urbanisation and of co-education. Fhcre is need for ngltt lejdcrsliip 
and for leadership and teacher-training programmes. It is of importance i>- 
educate fathers and mothers and also afford physical elucation. 

7 A directory of Parst-managcd educational institutions and Parsi edu- 
cators should be formed'. 

8. Funds arc available for atl educational projects but more dynamic ICtiOfl 
programmes and wider and better publicity, in consonance with changing in- 
dustrial and scientific opportunities based on inler-<liscinlinary studies an! 
research are needed 

°. Education for life should be the .guiding principle, enabling every in- 
dividual to discover his highest self, not only through his battUcd and skill. 
but also through the realisation of moral and ethical values as laid down in 
the Zoroastrian faith The focus should be on producing socially useful in- 
dividuals with an awareness and a willingness to do their duly and fulfil their 
obligations, to the community and the country in which they live. 



Afternoon Session 

TOPIC No. V 

PAPER : SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SURVEY OF 
ZOROASTRIANS IN THE RECENT PAST 
AND SUGGESTIONS FOR THE RTURE. 

I M> lo 3 XI p.m. —Chairman — Prof. N. A. Modi 

Rapporteur — Prof. K. C Shtrriar 

Paper Readers — I. Dr. Farlwing Mefir 

2. Dr. l-ovji Cama 

3. Mr. S, F Desai 

4 Mr .S. D. NargoTwala 

5. Mr. Mannucher Mcbaraki 

6. Mr. R. S Oac 

7 Mr. B H. Antia. 

10 4.00 P.M. — Coffee Break 

440 10 5 30 P.M. — WorksJiop 

7.30 P.M. — Audio Visual Cultural — cum — Fashion Show 

and 
ComiributoTv Dinner — Cooperage. 

Prof, Nader Modi informed the audience thai Hie speaker-' views were 
their own and not of the organiser*. He himself was not in aercemcnl with 
■|| the view? but like Voltaire while fieri ting for fall own vfawi he would fight 

foi the other roan's point of view. He suggested wc could tSsaJjrce without 

harp disaereeable. He then called upon the first speaker to read his paper. 

I. DR. FARHANC MEHR* chose to call his paper — 'MxJcrnisation in 
Zorooslriankni*. By modern fcat ion he clarified that he did not advocate chane- 
inn. modifying or altering of n allgS o n . for that would be a reform. He was sure 
that intellectually and morally the Toroastrian teaching COttM ni.ci the needs 
<»r today as powerfully as they could 3.000 years ago. In Im opinion modem 
science had not weakened the principles of Zoroastriamsm as pronounced in 
the Gtthll By the term 'modernisation' he referred to the revision, first of 
some of the rituals and secondly reconsideration of misinterpretations of Zoroas* 
Irian principles. He Wlfl against total abolition of rituals ailiGC they served a 
good purpose, lendinp colour vharm, strength and sincerity to prayers. Ik 
i in mind for 'modernisation' those rituals which were tilien in naiuTe to 
^CVOtJtrianrmi With regard to misinterpretations, he wanted the audience to 
hear in mind that in Zoroas Irian ism the spirit of reavwing and free inquiry 
prevailed as emphasised by Zarathushtra irs the Gathas. 



IW. I UMAAC MEHR 

" Chancellor of the Pahlavi l'ni«r*i(y at Shtiar. Former \««i.t«tit Prime Mini«'er ■•! 

Iran. Among the other ofricci held hv him. was Denuiv Director of Finance of the 
Government of Iran, Di recto r-Cicneral of Petroleum AfFain, i.rnl a tepresentative of 
Iran on OPEC and Chairman-aim M D of Hi-nth Iran. He it the author of many book* 

and a very active Bgure in Ihe life of (he Zoromiriao community io Inn 
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Dr. Farhang Mchr then raised a few questions. The firs! question referred 
to childrer* of mixed marriages. Where the falher was a Zoroaslrian Ihc child 
was accepted as Zoroaslrian. but where the fattier was a rjon-ZofOBStrian and 
the mother Zoroastrian the same right was not granted to the child. He asked 
if that was not a curious anomaly. He thought it was a direct contradiction 
of the teachings 0)f Zaralhushtra, who laid stress over and over again on the 
equality of man and woman in every sphere of life. He. however, pointed out, 

that the community should not encourage mixed marriage?. But when it be- 
comes fait accompli we should be consistent and rational in our approach. 

Dr. Mchr s second question referred to conversion. He asked if there were 
anything in the Galhas. the Younger Avcsla, the Pahlevi scriptures. Pazand writ- 
ings and in recent rivayals which forbade conversion. If the prohibition arose 
merely from racial and biological consideration then he asked the scientist if 
the argument stood to reason and empirical knowledge. He. however, sounded 
a note of warning that he was against the policy of free entry to all into the 
community. He saw no reason why a worthy person, whoso knowledge, matu- 
rity and dignity were above question, should not be admitted. 

His third question referred to the shortage of priestly class. He wanted 
lo know why in view of this, the Behdins should not he allowed to officiate as 
priests. 

His fourth and final question referred to the disposal of ;he dead. He 
inquired if he was right in assuming that any method was acceptable provided 
it was practicable in the circumstances and could be accomplished in a manner 
without contaminating the environment and the elements perhaps in the least 
possible manner. 

Dr. Mehr expected well -documented answers from the scholars !o rive a 

thought tn the questions raised by him. 

1 DR._I.OVJI CAMA* spoke on the Social and Cultural Survey of 

Zoroaslrians in North America and a look into their future. According to him 
there were about 4000 Zoroostrians in North America (U.S.A. & Canada) in- 
cluding children. 20* of the marriages are mixed marriages and the ratio of 
men and women marrying out of the fold is almost 2:1. He. however, stated 
that the Zoroaxlrian community in North America was dynamic and wanted 
to retain its identity and survive. Wherever there be 100 or more Zoroastrians 
they try and come together and organise themselves into associations. )$% of 
the adult population consisted of single persons and the child quantum p?r couple 
was on an average 1,25. 

According to Dr Cama the rituals and ceremonies acted as a binding force 
for a religion But then he fell the necessity of curtailing some of ihc lengthy 
rituals for want of proper ofticiators, although for the present, some Zoroastrians 
belonging to the priestly class officiated as (rcc priests while serving elsewhere. 



I>W_ LOVJI CAMA 

" Obtained his doctorate in Ornanic Obcmislrv tram the Univentity of Cnlumhia. New 
York. Research Fellow m ihc Research Department of Messrs Merck, Sharp and Dohme. 
He is nne of the founder members of the Zoroaslrian Association of Greater New York 
und wu> Us first Sccrctay. Currently. Vice-President of the Zoroaslrian Association of 
Greater New York. Author of several article* on the /otrmtrian religion-. 
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He fell that some raobed families had migrated to North America and if they 
send ihcir son or sons to India for being ordained as priests and return to 
America there was <om<i hope of continuity for the next generation. Otherwise 
the second filial generation, that lived in a different environment and atmosphere 
would tend lo have diminishing faith. 

Dr. Cina referred to certain social and religious trends. While he felt 
that the present generation took full interest in religion, and social and cultural 
activities, he was not sure whether in American environment there would not 
He a certain change. The non-Zoroaslrian spouses did not feel alienated from 
the community- On the contrary they helped promote ZoroaMrianism. But he 
advocated a formal acceptance of the non-Zoroastrian spouses into the religion 
at a future date, similarly as on a social level. He summarised the characte- 
ristics of the North American Zoroastrians as follows: 

1> Zoroastrians in North America will emphasise the ethics and philo- 
sophy of their religion more than the rituals and ceremonies, 

2) The simple prayers and ceremonies will remain as they arc hut will 
be better understood. Many longer and complicated ceremonies will he 
rarely performed. 

3) The reliuious education of children and adulLs will be more formalised 
and will be of greater importance to the individual. 

4) The fire temple will he substituted hv a simpler replica, though in the 
distant future an authentic fire temple may appear. 

5) The priesthood win interact more closely with the lav Zoronstrian and 
will have lo communicate the meaning and substance of the prayers 
and ceremonies. 

6) The racial character of Zoroa_striaa« will chanpe slowly hut not totally. 

7) Wwtern customs and attitudes will replace Indian ani Iranian customs 
and altitudes. 

3. MR. S F. DFSA1* presented a WormVFve View since ihr cmnc nf a 
paper nf the sort in his hand was vcrv vast and could need several bunds and 

Years in collect data, and compile, collate, tabulate, analyse and interpret them. 

Social survey according to Mr. Dcsai had to do with the population and be 
Oointed out that the Parsi population which was approximately. 90.000 in 1R91 
had risen to approximately 1,15.000 in 1941 and had dwindled to approximately. 
91.000 in 1961. Since Ihe fifties the community had lost at the rate if \0% a 

decade, The child population to 15 year* per hundred of the population had 

gone down by 10% between 1911 and 1961 and the grand-parent population. 
that is. the population above the age of 51 had risen by lUO-% during the same 
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For many years Secretary of the Parsi Pundiayrl. Bombay. Also acted n» Secretary- 
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period It was the agin*: population that had brought in many problem.-, which 
!ud lo lake bMOAttOUM while planning far the future Gujaial population 
was also being denuded and a survey made over 1(1 years ago of rural Parsis 
hart shown a disturbing trend. Mr. Ocm suggcsied several vicps to mxM som; 
ol the urgent problem*., Ihcy were, maintaining of a Population RetBftT, 
Marriage Loan Programme, Housing. Marriage Counselling Bureau including 
Cienclics Counselling and considering Children as Community's Wlltfa 

On the cultural side Mr. Dcsai referred tc several problems and SUfjested 
cert iin changes in legal and social SphfiTO, for instance. Marriage and lnh.cn- 
lance. Community Organisation. Resource Utilisation. Politic* and Crvfca, Youth 
MowmmdI. Art and Architecture, Painting. Music and Dane* and Sport 

Mr Doii also referred to religious beliefs and customs like Mnktail. Mar- 
riage and Navjote expenses and the fourth estate Fspceially how the last 
mentioned c.mM affect an established offer by the use of its pen 

Referring lo Social Values and Intervener a liona I Change Mr. IVsai brought 

nut Hie value of Pars!. 1 ; as Caialyiic ApvnLs in Ihe p-,isi ami advocated ihui if 

the Parsis wanted to maintain their position js heretofore (heir value concept 
must undergo a heahh> change. He wanted ihe community to lake the help 
of social scientists in this respect. 

4 MR. SH1AVAX D. NARGOI.WM V felt sceptical about gcnotWog 
social and cultural values as. though the Parsi community was small ihe co- 
existence of orthodoxy and progressive ittftndc had existed sid< by side, rb 
however, took a number t>f points in the ambit of hi* napcr sirch as. demo- 
graphic and economic trends, ignorance of religion, pricsily data and their 
amelioration, inter-communal marriage;, legal reforms, problems relating la the 
disposal of the dead, leadership of the community and the need for appionria'c 
organisation at national and internulionul levels He sounded a Dole of wnrninc 

•t ihe raj] in population and sugEcMcd aiming at a modest rale of growth" 
He suggested early marriages and housing as a panacea. 

Referring to economic decline he slated that while the Parsis were still 
holding their own in pfo'eviions like law, medicine, accountancy, architecture. 
Die. their strength in services like IAS. and armed forces was falling. 

As to inter-communal marriages Mr Nargolwala slated that the rr.'Mcm 
not peculiar la ihe Panel alone. But in thdr case it assumed greater 
importance since it led to a decline in number. He slated that inier-oomnuinal 
marriages could not be prevented merely by threat and hostile attitude from the 
orthodox section. But it can be reduced to a certain cxlent by social and cultural 
activities which can brine Parsj boys and pirls together He referred 10 DaYlrt 
judgment in the Parsi Punchavet Case of I*** and slated that according lo ihe 

scriptural evidence before Daver and Beanwn JJ there was no bar igaicnl con- 
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version. He also referred to ihc opinion* given by throe eminent Counsel m 
3933, namely Sir Jamshcdji Kanga. Mr. I . J. ("ohman. and Mr IShuIafchui Dcaai 
who had unanimously opined that ihc various resolutions passed by ihz Parsi* 
in Bomba\ (rum time lo lime had no lecal and binding feme, Only the Court! 
could decide such matter* and n<M Ihc meetings of the Paras He also referred 
lo the Privy Council jndoroeni in the Bella CBS ffMch laid down a nrimipk 
thai, although Bella was not entitled as of right U> use a Parsi lempic ■ * in 
attend or to participate in any of Ihc religious ceremonies performed therein 
the Trustees themselves had discretion which, il they exercised, in favour of 
Bella, who was a child of Parsi mother and a non-Pa rsi father, they would not 
he commilting a breach of trust In order In avoid certain predicament-, will 
regard to the cases of non-Parsi '.nouses Mi. Nargohvala advocated the Iranian 
Law which meant an affidavit signed by the Non-Zoroaslrinn spouse stating 

thai he believed in Zoroattrian faith and sincerely wished la be accepted in Ihc 
Zoroaslrtun community, a certificate by an authorised Mobcd testifying that the 
pcrs»<n liad learnt Ihc ba-sic pra\ers and the essential principles .*f Zoroastroan 
failh and a certificate by seven Zoroastrians lhal that per on was of p*»*d 
c har ac ter and integrity. 

Mr. NargoFwala also advocated reform of Parsi laws. A| to ihc dispo-val 
of the dead lie bfiliowd in DokhmenaOiini. Bui where the DoJchlTUU cannol be 
maintained because- of scarcity of bird*, he saw no objection lo the tystem of 
burial and where both the s\>tcm existed in the vmc place he would lca*c i< 
lo the relatives of the deceased lo decide which facility they *ould like- i 
avail of. As lo "Sc/da* he fell thai lo preu-nt the non-Parsis from dctnj i'i- 
■-Scrda' tindei ihe pnisc of antiquated Litstoms and false religions doctrine would 
harm the image of the Parsi community amongst niter communities. 

On the qUeftuOfl of cremation he asked whether a ParM priori COtdd perform 
a funeral and other ceremonies in such cases. Some priests ore alrcad> wttKng 
lo perlorm such ceremonies and that u the mailer of their belief and conscience 

and carls for no controversy Mr. Nnrcolwala averred. 

Mr N,ircolw:il;i alio referred to lack of leadership in the community and 
wanted the Punehayei Trustees* election lo be on dentocralic lines 

Mr. Nargolwala finally staled thai Ihe Federation of ihc An j unions of [ndii 
liad come imo exhtence and he wanted a similar organisation at the national 
and international levels. 

5. MR. MANOUCHER MOBARAKE* reminded the audience thai Ihc 
mode of living, culture, society and customs had undergone many change* in 
the pa*t two decades and more changes were expected especially at the turn 
of the century- He exhorted ihe audience lo make all theft notions leajoalh 
keeping in mind Good Thoughts Good Words and Good Decdv 

II Stated thai in Ihe time of ihc Puhlavi Dvna-.lv the Zoroa-.iii.in. of Iran 
wcrj happy and Zoroastrian culture and civilisation were being: revived. 
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While suggesting Hint rituals prescribed in religion should be observed 
implicitly, he wanted a solution for religions observances and true spirit of 
ZorooMriaimm to be evolved 

Referring to Utc Towers of Silence lie staled ili.it on account of aeroplanes 
and helicopters, extinction of birds of prey and expansion of cities, and towns 
had made it impractical to cofhicn dead bodies to the Towers and they were 
being buried. 

He added thai preparations were under way in Iran to cremate dead bodies. 

As regards the paucft) of Mobcds he suggested that to encourage the 
younger generations to choose this holv profession stent, must be taken to improve 

condition and status of Mobeds and 'Dasiurs- 

He advocated uniformity of calendar. 

He aba advocated a panel of scholars to eradicate supcrstitiout practices 
and non-Zoroas Irian beliefs front DOT religion. 

Mr. Mobarake wanted that wrong interpretations «>f the Znroastrian writers 
should be corrected by 7oroastrian Scholars 

& MR. RUSTOM S. GAF* termed his paper as Reform in Parsi Law. 
He took in his ambit Parsi Marriage ^ Div.-rv-e Act. Intestate Succession Act 
and Adoption. Pointing to the anomaly as to the children of non-Zoroasirian 
father and Parsi mother Mr Gae wanted that on principles of justice and equity 
the children of non-Parsi father-, and Parsi mothers should be placed on par 
with children of Pars! fathers and non-Pur*! mothers, otherwise the practice be- 
eomoj incongruous and paradoxical, lie stated thai inter-communal marriages 
among the Parsis are said to be high and as such the community is deprived 

of legitimate population. He stated that time hnd come to redefine eomprehen- 

sivcly the word 'Parsi' and examine at the same time inclusion therein chifdren 
of a noo-Pars.i father and a Parsi mother. This might be done by suitably 
amending (he definition of the Parsi" contained in Parsi M.iniagc and Divorce 
Act. 

\s i.i ihe o-ntrosersy of pri*-<-|>tisaiii)n Mr. Gae advised avoidance of th- 
sanie at the present juncture as there arc many burning and crucial problems 
facing the community. 

He advocated divorce by mutual content Mr. Gae was not in favour of basing 
Parsi delegates for the Matrimonial Courts acting as a jury. During the lime 
of British there were British Judges and the system worked 'well. But now that 
Judges were Indians and arc supposed to be familiar with the Paul CUtloan 
and usages the system of delcontcs should be dispensed with, more especially 
when the 0— iBlM lOB contemplates unifi>rmity of personal Ia»*> in all community. 
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He wanted the clause in the Pars! Marriage & Divorce Act Cor gram int.* 
divorce on the ground of conversion to be deleted. Besides in the context of 
the changed social status of Parsi women coupled with the avowed declaration 
of equality with man and woman as envisaged in the Constitution, it is trra- 
lional and improper to place the obligation of maintenance alter divorce on 

the husband only. 

He also saw the necessity of amendments in the Act regarding Divorce on 
grounds of cruelly, desertion. leprosy and mental disorder, expeditious disposal 
of matrimonial cases, holding nf prevreedin^s in camera, provision*; regarding 
reconciliation, etc, 

With regard to inte.st.ite succession he wanted the rights of daughter to be 
properly safeguarded. According to Mr. Cae the heirs or a Parsi male or a 
female need not necessarily he Pnnis;. Mr. Cae expaliated on the adoption of 

a non-Parsi child by a Parsi. While the former got certain rights as envisaged 
in the Adoption of Children Rill of 1°72 Mr. Gac stated that it did not contain 
any provision regarding consent to the religion in which the adopted child wn* 
tn he hmught tip. He thought the lack of provision was intentional which mean I. 
iha,l if a non-Parsi child was adopted by a Parsi under the Bill, when enacted, 
the chfld would not automatically become a Parsi Zoroastrinn. Even a Behdin 
child adopted by an Athoman would not automatically become an Athornan 
The non-Parsi child according; to Mr. Gae when adopted cannot automatically 
be entitled to claim the benefits of trusts and funds meant for Parsis. 

7. MR. BURJOR H. ANT1A* began his paper with reference to Law of 
Genetics which he stated was no respecter of personality and the Parsis were 
not an exception to the rule, The Parsis came to India UOOt years ago in avoid 
ihe nnMaughl of invading Arabs and in order to preserve their religion, race 
and culture. The early Parsis in India led a simple, honest and hardworking 
life and took great care for the preservation of religion, culture and hereditary 
characteristics. It appeared to him that some of the present day Parsis WeTfl 
forgetting the original aim and object of coming to India. According to Mr. 
Anlia the persons who challenged Zoroaslrian tenets and attempted to disturb 
our ethnic and social heritage were the affluent, self-acclaimed scholars and 
reformists and the self-in teres led. There was a clamour now of the conversion 
of persons of other communities, allowing the children of Pana mothers and 
alien fathers to be treated as Zoruastrions. ridiculing our religious tenets and 
ceremonies, allowing the members of other religion To enter Fire Temples and 
allowing the non-Parsi in see the dead body after "Sachkar" ceremony. 

Mr. Antia thought that no one could have any objection to any person 
converting himself to Zoroaslrian religion. But it should he clearly understood 
that he would not become a Parsi and he would not be entitled to the benefits 
of trusts, r-'irc Temples and Dokhmas as ibey were specifically meant for Parsi 
Zoroasirians only. According to the Judgment of Ihe Privy Council in the Case 
of Saklal vs. Bella children of Parsi women by non-Parci fathers can never bc- 
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come PAtfli ACOOnUtM lo hem Xhc Piini popublkn would n.«t he diminished 
if there were no conversion and lie would prefer quality to quantity. 

lie expressed firm belief that the Dokhmenashini WW the best. As to *Sc7uV 
cefemon } there is no bar -nMimi showing !he dend Nxlies lo Ihc non-Parsas 
pnof lo "Saihkar' ceremony 

Declining Ihe iniggBrtfrttl Of throwing open Fire Temples U< non-ParMs Ml. 
Ami* asked, when non-Pursis thcmvlves did not want lo hurt the feelings of 
ihc Parsis by entering the Fire Temples, for whtwe benettt and for whose 
•■uch controversies were being raked up in the community. 

1 plo the beginning of this century ti*c PaiM community vibrated with 
cultural activities such as AvcMa, Pehlvj and Persian languages and literature; 
IPCimhlitt of Shnhnameh. Khayuls nnd Garbas; and Gymnastic activities. But 

on anejiosatioo these activities had become neglected day by day. lie suggested 
ihc fallowing for the future: 

I) L'ndcr n.- ifciiinwlawooi should we give up ZomaMrian principles and 

tenets. 

2> Persuade boys and girls not to marry outside the community. 
') Preserve religious institution' for tlie use of Paisi Zoroaslrinns only. 
•J 1 * Imi«r1 rc'i' ; MOL". knowledge and culture lo ihe young generation. 
WORKSHOP: (4.00 to 5.30 P.M.) 

"Ilie following ^int- were brought out in the Workshop 

If the <:.»mnuinily has Us change it should be with attention and caution 

If Ihe Parris of India »rr today 00.000. which Ihey were ' ago. il is 

not something lo he proud of. 

Break down and weakening of culture and interest is due lo the breakdown 
<>r joint family system. 

Marriage should be mode compulsory for anybody over 2l yeans, 

It | j Mine BtOR came forward to gel married we should tuMlSsc 'lim wilh 
bousmg and loan 

A should be encouraged to take part in various seminars 

Vnutli of today needs motivation to leave ciiic* and to seek bcttCI pBStUrtJ 
elscwhere- 

The fir-i step toward* iindersiandin!* anv problem is lo cottect factual in- 
formation and data as the Delhi Anjuimn is trying to gather 



Summary Of discussion as presented at the concluding- Sex-si 
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F On the issue of miied marriages there appeared lo be unanimous Mrce> 
ment that these shOOU Dot be encouraged and ih.it all that WM possible 
slinuld be done to avoid them in the future 

2. On the issue of conversion generally the consensus of opinion was 
unanimously against any indiscriminate conversion. 
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1 On tlic USUC ill lite Initiation into ihe /aralhustnan 1 jiih nl ihe children 
■! non-Par-i fadiers and Parsi mothers, the consensus of opinion was 
■urainM LlkC sajne 

4. On the iv*.ue of rituak and ceremonies, lit MS of opinion appeared 

10 he lhai although rituals and ecrenXHUfli should be performed and 
observed ihey should not be a substitute (or lack of mora] or ethical 
eOQduti in th? individual's life. 

5 On Ihe issue of DoWhmemishini U'. BW of opinion appeared 1 to 

he in favour of the c^ni'nuancc of the sweni wherever il wax neacli- 

cable. 

6. A oeria'n amount of iliv.jn*f;u:tion was cxpreswd wilh the Parsi Pun 
ctuyct election system 

7 The youth of the community shoulJ concern itself with unJ shoulJ be 
given opportunities lo actively a^ociaie lutcM with mailer. <>i IOcUI 

(iiltural welfare in • I *ljt communiy 

8 Mr. Justice J.R. Vimadailal < RctcU handed OVM lo ihe Chairman an.i 
the Rapporteur for record, a copy of ihe brief statement uhich DC 
made at the Worfahop in response lo certain riatcments in Ms Nina 
vax D. Nargolwala's paper. A copy of the statement is attached hereto. 

Justice J.R. Vimadafal (Reld ) Work-hop le Paper No V i> l-l'>78 

I want to point out two wrong statements in Mr. Shiavax D. Narn utwala** 
Paper, which it allowed lo stand unrefuted. are likely lo cause JttitCOHCtpilOP 
in ihe minds of the Parscc public: 

1) He stated that in 19*3, Sir Jamshedji Kaoga, Mr. l\ J. Colunun. and 
Mr. Bhulabhai Desai. had unanimously- opined ilia! resolution, passed al Sanui 
Anjum.in Meetings of PaisU in Bombay from lime lo lime, had do legal an.i 
binding force. 1 have a verbatim copy of lhai opinion wilh mc here, if 
body wishes to see it. They have given no rocn Opinion. What they opined 
was that Ihe particular resolutions were "not validly passed" a* i«»l meeting, 
because of the Chairman's wrongful refusal to allow certain amendments In l>c 
moved. though they were germane to the main resolution, liven as to thai 
opinion, il may he 'hat it was not pointed out to ihOH eminent Counsel in the 
Case f'H Opinion submillcd l<> them, that a Sama-si Anjunun Meeting is in the 
nature of a Referendum and il is for thai reason that amendments arc MM 
allowed to be moved at such meetings; 

2) Whilst staling that Daw and Beaman JJ m the case of Sir Dinsliaw 
Petit vs. Sir Jamsheijee Jejeebhrw have laid down that the Zoroastrian retiftofl 
noi only perm i I ted, but enjoined conversion, Mr. NargoEwala has conveniently 
omilted what follows (ai page 110 of 11 BLR 8.M. viz- "'But ever since 
ihcir advent into India. Ihcy hud never attempted lo convert anyone imv. Iheii 
religion, and not a single such incident nad been proved before the Court." In 
SjkJai vs. Bel 1. 1. which was a case from Rangoon, the Privy Council was mil 
concerned wilh the position in India in regard) lo sonversion. 

NOTE- To reply to the above Mi Nargolwala sought the ncfimfjuion Ol the 

Chairman of the Session on the 7th afternoon. Mr J. N. Gu/der, and 
replied as follows : 
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Mr. Vimatlalal had remarked thai in his (Mr, Nargolwala's) statement tfwrc 
were factually incorrect statements. First, that the resolutions of a Snniast Anju- 
man Meeting are not binding and have no legal force. Mr. Vimadalal had said 
that the opinion quoted by him did not suggest this view. Secondly, thai Bella 
v/s Saklat hod nothing to do with conversion. 

On the first point the Parsi Punchay-et had taken opinion of three eminent 
Counsel, the Advocate General, Mr. Dinshaw Davcr and Mr. Inverarity. The 
Trustees, Mr. Nargolwala said, had asked the following question: 

"If the question is. if the significance or true meaning of the words Parsi 
and Zoroastrian cannot be determined under the present circumstance?;, how 
otherwise can they be determined. Can the Parsi community assembled at 
a public meeting eidier unanimously or by a large majority give expression 
to its views and signify the sense in which it wishes to lake the word* 
'Parsi' and 'Zoroastrian' and thereby authoritatively determines the mean- 
ing and exact significance of these words so Uiat such meaning or significance 
shall at all times thereafter be binding upon and unchallengeable by the 
Parsi community. 

Mr. Naigolwala then quoted the replies as follows: 

Advocate General : "In my opinion they cannot effectually achieve this result." 

Mr. Da\er "To my mind there is no difficulty about the true meaning 

of the words 'Parsi' and 'Zoroastrian'. I do not ?scc how 
the majority of the community can enforce their views and 
Wishes on the minority however small that minority may 

be, If the minority have certain legal right*, they would 
be entitled to assert them and will successfully a*>crt them 
inspite of any number of resolutions which the majority 
may pass. The majority may of course form rules an J 
regulations for the guidance of the community but such 
rules and regulations must not have the effect of depriving 
any member of the Parsi community «»f his legal rights." 

The next question asked by the Trustee was: 

"If this can be effected by a resolution passed at a public general meet- 
ing of the Parsi community, would the Courts recognise the walidity of the 
same and adopt the meanings and the significance so attached to the words 
'Parsi' and "ZorottStrian' or apply such meaning nr significance to those 
terms where they occur in any Act of Legislature." 

The replies were: 

Advocate General : "1 think not." 

Mr. Davcr : "1 think the court will give weight to any resolution which 

the community may pass but would not be bound to accept 
them as valid or binding on all members of the com- 
munity." 

Mr. Inverarity : "The community cannot decide the question by a vote. 
They can resolve on what the true construction is. If they 
are wrong as to the true construction, their valuation 
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would go for nothing. I do not think the Court would 
he influenced In the vole whichever way it was." 

As to Bella v,s Saklat Mr. Nargotwala ^aid that it was ataunJ io say that 
iherc wax no reference to con\cmi>(i in the *aid case. He said "There is a 
reference and a pointed referetKT. a whole page is devoted In it " 

(With the end of the tape here there is. nothing more in the transcript ) 
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1. DR. FREDDIF A. MhHTA" speaking on the 'Economic Uplift i 
Zoroaslrians" -.i-*u»l that immediately after die Second World War 'economic 
growth' became ihe battle-cry of a number nl poor countries with planning' 
as its almost inevitable weapon. He cxpcvlcd thai the Par.i comniunily with 
its role in pioneering industrialisation of India would have braced itself to meet 
lias challenge. Yet among the MS 1 argc and Larger Industrial Houses and 
Large lndcpcndcni Companies (here was only one conspicuous n:w Parsi name 
in Ihc long li>t of 'large houses' or 'giant companies'. namrK. Shapoorji Pallooji. 
apart from Tata.s and Wadias who vaguely enjoyed among llic masses Ihc re- 
putation of being 'Par-si Hrms\ He bewailed Ihc proem fiend IrhCaT :i totu- 
munity of cnpilalbti had become a community of clerki \. Jmg lo ham 
the number of persons .seeking charity or doles was* demons Ira hi y incfeasiiij; 

and iin*. was Itnrtified Eo hy ihc innumerable Parsi trusU, Lcl nlonc Bombay 

Ihe plight of Ihc Parsis in the rural areas wis, Recording t" Dr. Melua. pih.ilile 

Tin? indues nl die economic deterioration of the Parsi community were 
enumerated by Dr. Mehu as foUowi: 

I) Growing sale of buildings and land to non-Parsiv 

9 Inflation. 

3) High com of living 

4| failure of the community in be actively involvcly in distribution and 
trading activities. 

5) Propensity of Parsi investor-, to cling to shares of puce -controlled in- 
dustries like steel, power, coal, cement, etc. 
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6> Rent Ad taking a heavy lull of the real income <rf urban Parsi land- 
lords. 

7) Agricultural land reforms depriving Parsi families of their land. 

WhhV lamenting Ibc Inai 4« economic side Dr. Mehla referred to massive 
imesimeni in education of ihc coaumnay. .Again if ihc Parsis were not m 
ihe fore front of construction activities in Bombay, tlwrc were at least half-a- 

do?co Parsi promoted firms that were -well-known leaders in this held. In the 
toorlsJ industry with ii-. DOOOamitant hotdling. travelling agencies, the Parsi 
firms have been conspicuous. 

Where husbands and wives both worked, even thiHigh their :salaries might 

he low. they ware protected by dcurncas allowance, etc. against the ravages 0( 

milation. By way of example he pointed out that the salaries of even peons 
in the organised vectors of industry, banking, insurance, transportation, etc. 
hovered between Rv 700 and 950 per month on an average. 

In the last 30 years foreign private investment in the country had grown 
from Rs. 256 crarcs to nearly Rs. H'jQO crorcs and Bombay had hcen the magnet 
till very recently I Uncntl by foreign companies This has created em- 

ployment opportunities for stenographers, managers, and other professional 

talents. 

Although the PursLs have not as individuals sponsored large enterprises. 
;i number of relatively small, often knowledge-based industries have been 
brought into existence, mora particularly in the field of chemicals, electronics, 
engineering and mining. 

Heavily subsidised hnuving a 'Ionics have plaved no small a role in sustain- 
ing the real standard: of living of several Parsi families. 

While there has been an outllow of Parsis to foreign countries as pilot, 
doctors engineers, businessmen, etc. this so called brain-drain or skill-drain has 
provided the community with wmc sort of an international base, albeit it 
micht have serious impact on the future solidarity of the communi i\ . 

Dr Mehta fell that circumstantial evidence did not all too easily support 
ihc thesis of an overall deterioration of the economic condition* of the Parsi 
community during the lust 30 years. 

Discussing the future or the community he refeired to the present trend of 
government prefering priorities of planning in favour of agriculture and felt 
that it must create problems at least for the next five lo eight years for urban 
centres. For a highly urbanised community like the Parsis this must pose a 
great challenge. 

I-amenting the fall in number of community he pointed out that the Parsi 
talent had to compete with 10 million other Indians in 1951 but by 1981 it 
would have to compete with 50 million*. In 1951 a Parti appearing for Ihe 
1 AS examination competed with probably 2500 initial applicant*. But now 
1 J 1-1 compete with over ttJOO. While Opportunities grew in an arithmetic 
ratio, competition grew in a geometric ratio. The reservation of seal* and jobs 
for scheduled tribes and scheduled cartes would further militate against the 
Parsis competing for jobs. 
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He referred to Ihc perennial charge of inbreeding nude against UlQ Ftffas. 

Bui ilm simply ignores ihc fact, according to Ui. Melna. lhai loday the Pani 

community n the nimt out- .uc-married commumly in Ihe whole ol India and 

ihat m the nie intermiriUftti ins continuing tin.- Pawfai would toon be into* 

grated out of existence. 

Besides the image ol Uic Parsi community as an 'excessively affluent* section 
■ •f the Indian Society would positively affect its prospccLs in a country dedicated 

to help Uic 'vulnerable sections of society '. 

The increased longevity of the Parsi community means in most cases that 
the young would have to look after the old and where they are not prepared 
to do wj the responsibilities have 10 he vlnmldcrcd by charitable trosi- 

I >< Mchla asked if there were any answer*. 30 years ago the economic 
extinction of the f'.ni community was predicted. But today the extinction is 
far more deadly in the sphere of population growth, liconomically, however, 
the community has showed its resilience and vitality. Hie named die Parst- 
promoted firnt> like M N. Dastur & Co, Shap-M-:ji Patlanji, Codrcj, etc. He 
advocated .in investment in excellence'. The Parsi community with its mush* 
investment in knowledge must keep up this area of specialisation pt& 
during an endless array of scientists. LcchnoJosiste. doctors, engineers, accoun- 
Uinis. etc. He pointed out thai a brilliant young lecfamkgist bus occn able to 
build up reserves of nearly Rs. SO Iocs agajfiSf Ins ordinal investment (a* Rs. 2.5 
lacs He wonted the Panis to utilise such institution* as arc currently in exis- 
tence for the development of what may be called 'Uic agno-ccononnc field'. 

Given the restoration of spirit of both solidarity and charily, given the galva- 
nising impact of that enter prcneurship that was once the hall-mark of the com- 
munis, and given some sense of direction by its poligyframcrs, the Parsi com- 
munity witli its substantial investments, in knowledge-based professions, know- 
ledge utilising industries and knowledge diliusing institutions can still heat (he 
twanny ol alaUstics that threatens to swamp them. He exhorted the community 
to keep up laitli and vision without which the people must perish. Let us 
expect no ecoooauc miracles without the restoration of ijiih 

:. DR. I WiSlll.D AKDESHIR MODY* started with Ihe awuroplion thai 
the ecttnomic health of the Parsi community in India had beeu declining over 
the last several years and what was once a community of adventurous huMness- 
men is now largely a community oi job bolOJfln at lower and middle managerial 
levels. He advocated Zorotisunan Community Development Institute 10 under- 
take economic development of the community, the scope ol the Insiiiuie to 
include religious cducaUen. l-iinily life, A>roastrian rclnp-uis allujrs and prob- 
lems ol Zoroaslrian communities abroad. 1 Ic laid down the following objectives: 

1) To increase the earning power of indisiduals including women and 
retired persons. 
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2} to foster ihc growth of Zoroaslrian owned builfittn particularly Hie 

small one*;, and 

.1> to sustain the economic viability of communal institute. 

Id terms of atomic vicnee Dr. Mody talked of a practical imperative to 
gencTale a certain 'critical mav" rvl nv which the reaction' will not take place. 
He. therefore, suggested lanrct of Rv 20 lacs to begin with so thai it could 
cam an annual income of Kv 2 ha to pay for whole time stall. 

One of the prerequisites Dr. Mody laid down wa«. the necessity of com- 
munity's economic census In include la) the number oi Jians in the wrol- 
ing age-group, (bl the number ol unemployed, employed and employable am 
lHvc underemployed, (c) the number of self-employed, fd) family income ami 
per capita income, (c) distribution ol assets and rate or! savinr-. and (fl demo- 
graphic information such as a£e distribution. $\7.c of household, earners per 

bold, etc 

To increase the earning power of individuals he vugeeMcti siting up large 

and effective vocational guidance programmes. To fooler the growth of Zoroatt- 
trian owned business he suggested development ol special pr<»grammcs in em 
prencuriaj development He ^ta(T*i ibat there wis enough enthusiasm in the 
community but what « • »• was a well-planned, wcll-wt up institution lo 

channel the rOMMei Ud enttrateffl into modern. ooMtnteUve, community 
development programmes. 

3. MR. D1NSHAH BEHRAM IRANI* Haled thai at the beginning ol 

the century Uic ParsLs were at the fore front in fell Walla of life. But lod.iv 
and more specially in the Inl 23 years they were lining ground in the economic 
front. He thought that the cause lay within the community and the success 
would also come from Uic community. He analysed the cautcs of the pn>cnt 
day plight and attributed tlwni to (a) prospeeity of bye-$one days, remk- 
Parsb soft and lacking in initiative, enterprise and hard work, (bl sophisticated 
Pint home life. (c» lack of example by parents to set a good example 
living simple, religious and moral life. 

He deprecated the doles system. According to htm Parsi homes needed t 
thorough overhauling. The Triiblces of various charily tTUftl nuist cooperate 
with one onaUicr and pool their resources to their fullest extent pOSaMc. l'i 
expect their PunchayeLs and Anjumuns to spoon-feed them. Me advocated self- 
help. 

4 MR. HOM1 J. H 1 Al l\ ARklHAN* started his paper with the head- 



MK. DIXSIIAH B. IRANI 

* Vict Preaidcxi ud TruUcc of ibe Iranian ZoroaUnan Aniunun and the Iran League. 
Bombay, MBoagjnB Trwtcc of v-snout other Zoroasinui OTiannatiom. A very keen 
fcceiaJ worker iat Lht P«nt« and U*e Iranian Zorrawb-ian* of l»d»- <" <«* field *{ C "[ 
mem and education. 

MR. ROM J. IL TALFVARkHAN 

• An eminent Parai in the poMUttl Hw4 Had made contiiruitum in the economic ud 

the »aciat field* of chc country. One lime Cabinet MiniMcr, Government of Maharanhlia 
a/id tKo Member of the Lcgolathirc for a Innn period. An ambnwukrr to Libya and (he 
Chairman of 'he Maharaihlra Slate Finance Corparaiicn of India Keen ot solvlnp 
aconomic proWcim of the ZofOAati 



43 

ing 'Parsis Arc Hovering Between The Bright And the Bleak: We Need I 
Wage A War Against Want 1 . He berated the idea that the Parsi community 
being numerically smalt was hampered and handicapped. He cited in: instance.' 
of big and small countries thai were doing well including some 38 countries 
having lev. population than one hundred thousand, which is even less than the 
Parsi population of 1.25.000. We might have been pioneers of industrial, edu- 
cational and economic enterprises, but we no longer hold lhat position because 
of the growth of our sister communities, looking to the pwh colony Cusrow 
Baug one would pet the impression that it is a luxury colony, full of Mercedes 
and other cam. full of people earning in four figures and more and many 

living in rentals of two figures a month. That, Mr. Talcyarkhan staled, was 
an abuse. He suggested that the economically weaker sections of the com* 
munity could take assistance of many Stale arid Central Government Schemes 
for sell-cmploymcnt. Wc should not create an impression as though we do 
not need any outside assistance and we can depend solely on our sources from 
our charitable trusts. He, however, deprecated the idea of making people de- 
pend on charities and doles as lhat tended in destroy the very fabric of one's 
character to be self-reliant. He suggested improving of hooting conditions He 
pointed out misconception amongst the community that the Parsi Puncha 
and Anjumans are flooded with funds from various trusts ami crofes of rupees 
are linked up without being utilised:. He aho pointed out thai the funds were 
all earmarked mostly for ungainful or unutilisable purposes. But the Trustor 
ore legally bound to cany out the terms and conditions of the trust. 

He stated that il was a moot point as to what percentage of the community 
actually participated in the struggle for freedom, bar notable examples like 
Madame Cama. Dndabhoy Nowmjcc. Dinsha Wacha, Plwro/c.sbah Mchta. 

Khursbcd K Nariman and some others. 

He thought the idea of increasing the number of community was highly 
hazardous because -duxiagc of housing and growth of families do not go hand- 
in-band to make for family happiness. He referred to the long- bet ml hoi 
families and while he saw the necessity of providing housing lo such couples 
be .lill fell that in course of time lo encourage the growth of too large families 

would be hazardous step. 

Referring to taxation as it stands today it cuts into the earnings of eVM 
four-figure earner* and so we should advice ihe community not lo aspire to a 
population which would be a leap forward into the dark. 

He deplored Ihe number of beggars found near Kirc Temples, I>iWmias. 
Weil. Albicss Baug. etc 

As lo denudation of Parsi population in rural areas Mr. Talcyarkhan sug- 
gested that the younger generation bom and bred in rural areas should lake 
advantage of new openings and incentives that have been created for their deve- 
lopment in their locale. With this aim in view, ways and means will have to 
be found he said, how to coordinate the activities of Parsi institutions all over 
India 

5. PR. FARHANG MEHR was specially requested by the Chairman Prof. 
R. J. Taraporcwalla lo speak on Iranian Zoroaslrians and he gave a brief account 
i>( the economic condition of Ihe Zoroastriuns in Iran. 90 years ago the situum -n 
in Iran was bad. But in the last 70 or 80 years the Parsis of India especially the 
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Petit* rendered great assistance by setting up amelioration fund Tor Zoroastrians 
of Iran wait Ma nek] i Hautria lo look after Ihc interest of the Xoroaslrians. There 
arc about 28.000 Zoroastrians in Iran. About 14 years ago when a team of 
people came from Ihe World Bank to study the siiuulion fur grant of a loan 
ii was- a credit lo the Zornastrian community that wherever then weed they found 
a Zoroastrian at the top. When they went lo the Central Bank, the Deputy 
Governor wm a /oroaairian. When they went lo ihc Planning Organisation Ihc 
Deputy Chairman was a Zoroastrian. When they went lo the Ministry of 
Finance the Deputy Minister of Finance was a ZoToastrian, the speaker himself. 
They wondered how many Zoroastrians there were and when told thut they were 
about 2-8,000 they were surprised because whomsoever they met happened to he 
a Zoroajtrian and Dr. Mchx explained that chat was 'excellence' of the community. 

There is no illiteracy among the Zoroaitriam of Iran and no ncgears. There 
are very few who live on charity. Average ZorouMrian is well <>i3 tod he sends 
his children out of the country for education. Tin*, kind of situation is the 
result of the pclro-doUar. Dr. Mehr asserted and concluded that the condition 
of Zomastrian in Iran was much belter now than before; 

WORKSHOP: (11.00 to 1130 P.M.) 

A delegate from Pakistan staled that he was proud of his country and of 
his community that had played an important role in Ihc pfotMM ;md prospcrily 
of the country. Even in education the top positions were achieved by the Pai-is 

Someone suggested thai the Pareis of Iran and India combine to strengthen 
the economic ties. 

Dr. Freddie Mehta one of the speakers was asked the approximate value 
of the total industrial production of the Parsi firms and its relation to 1he 
total industrial production in the private sector. Dr. Freddie Mehta in his reply 
wanted to know what constituted a Parsi firm and Mated he would define a 

Parsi firm as meaning: a Parsi- promoted firm. This may give a faulty con- 
ception as in a number of Parsi firms the Parsis would comprise hardly 2*jfc. 
He pointed out that Ihc total value of the industrial output in India in the 
private sector was likely to be about 13X100 crores and the value of the con- 
tribution of the House of Tatas. Bombay Dyeing, and vwnc 52 companies 
studied would be a lirtlc lew than 2.000 crores. lo which the Tatas. contribution 
would alone be 1. 1 00 crores. 

A successful industrialist referred to> two innate qualities of the Parsis. 
namely, integrity and organisational and entrepreneurial skill. He advocated 
Dr. I. Mody's suggestion, for organising a community development centre. 

To mintmi-se on cost and time of construction of house?- a suggestion was 
made to go in for prc-fahrication as was being done by the Bombay Pursi 
Punehayet. 

Someone suggested erection of stalls for giving employment tn Parsis on 
cooperative consumer hails and he wanted to break up walls of Parsi colonics, 
compounds of Atash Behrams and Agjaries and make room for such stalls. 

A suggestion was made to have a working group consisting of economists, 
industrialist* and professionals lo work out some kind of a scheme for planning 
Toe prior condition would be collection of data for which he suggested a data 
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A dOUbt was expressed whctlicr po , informalk-n about 

ilu ii correct income. 

Summary' ah presented at Ilk6 concluding Session: 

Dr. Freddie A. Mehta in hk paper bjfthujhlcd ihc p faw eec i n g role which 
the Parsi community played in (he industrialism n of India, litis role. how 
evcr. had a sharp erosion in ihc post independence period when the one time 
I'.irsi eommunily of capitalists turned into a community of clerks, He annjyjted 
some of the prime causes for the economic deteri 

On an optimistic front, Dr. Mehia equal I \ highlighted Mime of the |*i-.mve 
wgns and features on ihc economic tattc <f the community He pointed 

out that ihc o immunity's investment in orjucation hid pftfd a very rich dividend in 

! icing a large contingent of doctor., lawyers, engineers and accountants. The 
community als.. had its share in the con*! rutin in boom es also in the tourist 
i rv 

The shift tn whitc-collarcd joiw also lend lc economic rciuvcnation. specially 
he middle dm Parsis where the husband and wife both caniinc has resuhed 
in a fairly go.*! economic affluence. 

Parsi cntreprenecirship k also evident in ton i ively small know* 

ft) industries, specially in the field of chemicals, electronic- Bod tc some 
• meinccrine and mining. 

For a future perspective. Dr. Merita suggested that the Community wiH 
have i" MrJoudy think of falling in line will) national plans nnd priorities for 

M n nidiorunc of *hc rural sector. The Coramunrt) will have to died fts hi 

urbanised outlook and plan for a conscious shift tit share the prosperity oC rural 

devolopmenL He urged the Community to follow '' Is I Swtai 

and the Jew-, who believe in 'an investment, in ncellctKc*. I • this clleot. Dr. 
Mehta suggested that every Parsi child must he indoctrinated with the example 
of immense hard work, thrift and mnovativcaca lie furtl>ci urged that the 
Community should Continue to provide its stream of doctors, lawyers, en gin ee r ! 
and wiWWfa , but for llic middle class Parsis he emphasised the adoption of 
vocational skills which holds out a future promise not only in the urban but 
alio in the rural sector. The establishment of vocational instil sine qua 

ncn to this effect. 

Mr. Hami J. H. Taleyarkhan in hk paper highlighted the need to wage war 
against want on a national scale and he fell thai the Parsi Community must 
make its' own contribution. He said that although the Community is a mierti- 

KSOpJc minority, it is not tnoocuous and the contribution of Zoroasirianx is nut 
only in India but also abroad. He further exhorted thai Parsfa must take the 

rti'nltics of the prospects offered by the development boom in the West and 

Parsi firms must venture out into foreign colliiborali>>n. thus widening employ* 

opportunities to Ihc Community. According to him. inSsrn spiritualism 

hdped to improve the economic growth of the country. 

Mr. Taleyarkhan also felt that the Community i* not taking full boVAAuUJB 
of Ihc various schemes otTcrcd by the Central and State Governments for self- 
rairpkrytnenl in starting of new businesses He felt thai one of tbfl rani for 
ilu- lacuna related to^nitdcquBlc information system and piidance bureau. 
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Mr. Taleyarklmn funlicr laid heavy emphasis on the housing problem be- 
cause in his opinion a lot of the economic ilk ot the Community could be miti- 
gated if the Community embarked upon a massive housing proCfamroe Here 
he made a specific mention thai various trust Funds have a limited purpose 
and arc not free for use as one expects them to be. The communication gap 
needs to be bridged so as to create a tetter undcrvtiirHling of the problem. 

Or J. v in has <. • , J ; \ proposal 'im» \^ ol a 

£oroastrinn Communitv Development Institute which «*mH. rntemlia. undertake 
economic development nf the Community. He fell that Mich an InstiliM" should 
be run on a full time hasis with a completely professional outlook, manned by 
an exceptionally competent faculty. Th,- Institute DlDtrt first take up an econo- 
mic survey of the Communitv and baaed on th;% survey draw up future action- 
oriented program me-. He also gave a broad idea of the financial structure of 
the Institute and made an appeal '° Zoroastrians oil over the world that this 
Institution must he «cl up with all the speed at one's command, ui lhat there 
can be a quick transformation witltin ihc Community from ihe present some- 
what stagnating level to a rapid growth. 

Mr D. B Irani in his paper cnteenriscd the economic strata of the society 
aid also pointed rou the various economic ills which phupied Ihc Communitv, 
rfc felt that the Community should produce more technocrats and there should 

b* a central awncv to hrip the youth for vocational truidance and career plan- 

ntig 

Dr ^Fartum* Mchr i*ave a Mireina report of Ihe OCOnotttM ■■' fl ' 

Zoronstrians in Iran and verv nroudlv proclaimed that there hxs teen a rota] 
economic revolution of the Zoroaslrian community in Iran in the fat seven 
decades. He cuolo<ii<ied the hard wurk of th: 'rian entrepreneurs in Iran 

most of whom wrrc self-made. 

Dr. Farhanir Mchr welcomed the idea of Zoroastrians fr-"»m TnHin bffli 
their professional experience and expertise 1o Iran and colfohoratini? in various 
ways for the tetterment of Zoroasorians in both these countries. 

In the discussion thai fill owed the following additional view-points erne 

1> the eommunit\ should live up to ideals of inteerity. seU-sufiVicncy and 
hard work: 

2) thev SDOUM pivc serious consideration for .1 shift toward rurnl settle- 
ment; 

3) Zoroastriana In India and Iran must make collaborative efforu for the 

cconomiL uplift of Z ntrians in India; 

4) there should he a dircclnrv i-»f fund?; which would give detailed Mm* 
mation fnr guidance of youth: 

5) the Pnnebavek in CoWabOrnli<'n with various Parsi entrepreneurs should 
consider setting up of neon-industries in the vast lands under ihc con- 
trol of the Punchaycts: 

6) full use BDOtlld he made of Punchayct nr.vpcrties to en^ Pansii 
to open stalls for busincs*; 
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7) tlie Vocational Guidance Bureau must be thoroughly aciivaled and a 
central data bank should be established which maintain all possible 
information regarding job opportunities; 

8) some approved institutes should conduct courses in cntrcpreneursbip. 
which would encourage youth io take up opportunities of ?clT-cmplo>- 
ment; 

9) some institutes should conduct training for competitive examination 
(Army) so that our youth could fare better; 

I0> serious consideration should he given for the economic uplift of th; 
Mobcds; 

11) the saving ratio in every family should be raised: 

12) Finally, it was Uic feeling of the House that resilience, adaptability arnl 
devoted religious faith should spur the Paxsi Community lo reactivate 

its entrepreneurial spirit and cross wider and distant frontiers on a pre* 
grcssivc economic horizon. 



Saturday 7.1.1978 ; Afternoon Session 
2,00 to 3.00 P.M. — Chairman 
Speakers 



— Pr, S. B, Anklesaria 

— I. Mr Ali Akbar Jafcry 

2. Mr. Ardcshir Jehanian 

3. Dr. B Farahdieh 

•*. Mr. Jamshed Mavalwalla 

(In absentia) 



3.30 to 4.00 P.M. — CofTce Break 
4.00 to 5J0 P.M. — Speakers 



7,00 P.M. 



Fntertainmenl: 

Gujarati Play 



5. Mrs. Dolly Dastur 
fi. Mr. Khojaste Mistrec 

7. Prof. "Willard B. Oxioby 

8. Mr. Meherban Khushravi. 



- Birla Malushri Sabhaghar. 



1. MR. ALI AKBAR JEFFERY described how he learnt Avcsta and 

Pahlavi under Dr. Manek B. Pilhawala of Karachi and Dastur M. N. Dlialla. 
Under the advice of the former he taught Avesta-Pohlavi for sometime in a 
school in Karachi. Dastur M. N. Dhalla's advice to Mr. JalTery was not to 
rush to translate the GaLhas since Mr. Jaffery had a penchant for the Gathas. 
It is not Ihc work of one man but of a team of scholars, Mr. Jaffery feels. Tie 
had read many translations and he recommended those of Dr. Taraporc walla and 
Dastur Bode and Miss Piloo Nanavati. He pointedly referred lo different render- 
ing.-; of one little prayer 'Ahunavcr' and asked why so many differences of opinion 
which become wider in interpretations, explanations and commentaries. Mr. 

Jaflery wanted an official version of the Avesia so that all the interpretations 

arc done in such a way as not in leave any difference in die opinion, 

2. MR. ARDESHIR JEHANIAN drew the attention to some fundamental 
noinls and slated the importance of the study of the survey of the past, cxami- 
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nation of ihc present and Uioughl of ihc future. This shouM be on scientific 
and logical lines. He wanted scholars of the community wilh their vast know- 
ledge and experience to try to show to the world the evcellence and noble 
thoughts of Zoroastrian religion. 

3. DR. B. FARAHD1EH of Chicago slated lhal the Chicago Zorcaslrians 
fully recognise the importance of this Congress and its impact on the world 

body for years to come. If wc fail today the battle would be lost. But with 
our determination wc shall overcome. He drew a dismal picture of a life in 
the United States, "a melting pot of cultures", where there was complete absorp- 
tion into the millions wilh tola) anonymity The community needed help and 
guidance and was hoping for answers and if we failed our rirst generation 
Americans, we would have failed completely. He then pointed out how a 
determined group of Zoroaslrians of Chicago got together and created facilities 
for awakening wilh religious study meetings, bi-weekly religious instruction pro- 
grammes for children, and frequent performances of ceremonies and social func- 
tions. He wanted the priests to he put at the helm. In 1977 the Chi. 
Association held the 2nd North American Symposium. He staled thai wc stood 

on the threshold of an era in which moral and religious values were rapidly 
changing and women were demanding entry into the priesthood. 

4. MR. MMSHF.D MAVALWALLA (in absentia) in his paper had stated 
chat there were 800 lo I00O Parsis in Toronto. But he felt as an anthropologist 
that if we were to follow strict demographic rules the community stood small 
change of biological success on its own. Mr. Mavalwalla drew attention of the 
community to the following aspects keeping the point of survival in mind: 

1) Tiny population sire. 

2) Small family size. 

3) The identity of the children. 

4) The identity of the community and 

5) Its relation to the larger host population. 

Mr. Mavalwalla concluded that in a sea of humanity of 23 million Canadians 
a few thousand Parsis had much lesser chances of success, more fewer persons 

in the reproductive age and the trend was to have small-sized families, namely, 

Ewo children. 

As to the identity of children Mr. Mavalwalla stated that in the home 
environment they endeavour to emulate North American ways and still try to 
retain a Zoroastrian identity. In the school the child is exposed lo an environ- 
ment where no one has beard of a Zoroastrian. 

As to the identity of the community, grown-up persons are lost (or want 
of benefit from being identified with the community, that has a positive image, 
with other economic gains. In North America the community is faced with an 
immediate task of projecting itself as the members of an ancient faith. Mr. 
Mavalwalla thought that the community identity led them to face up to avenues 
of solution — conversion and cohesion. As to conversion, except in Iran. Zoroas- 
lrians are ayaiast iL Bui he slated that the community in North America must 
seriously begin to consider this mode. In North America there is no question 
of proplc rushing lo become Zoroastrians in order to be eligible for subsidised 



54 

housing and charily relief. Giildrcn of Z m motltcrs and non-Zoroastn.ni 

father, are being initialed into the fold without any negative comment. As (o 
cohesion he fell the recent symposia kid in Toronto and Chicagn arc one way 
of coming together Mr. Mavalwalla made hold lo say I hat while Zoroustrian 
communities of North America might be tiny in number their influence on a 
:1c should not be u^der-cslimaled and tb=y were likely to sci standards 
whica the older and larger Avmstrian communities would he wise to watch 

carefully. 

5 MRS. DOtXY DASTL'R. a delegate from Quebec. Canada, gave a 
resume of the Zoroastrian community in the chancing North American world. 
She slated that the Panfal in Quebec . Ontario and British Columbia. BpOfold- 
malcJ to less than 2<XX) persons. All Ibeaa three provinces hav- ZoroaMri.m 
Associations or S-xictic*. Her theme *w "Historical Review of Religion wWl 

lis Vicisritncte.** The three prevSnel .tions haw for iheir aim pertv 

lion of the Zoronstmn faith and inculcation thereof in the youneer generation. 
Alonir with the Associations of the US \ thev got toectlier lo exchange view* 

on topics of concern. She emphasised 'adaptability* as the 'kcvsione of survivor 
Dynamism rather than stagnation, flexibility rather than rieiditv and moderation 
and compromise against eTtrcmism were suggested for sclf-cvohilion. There is d 
Wowing interest in the ZdrOOStritn religion nnd manv are offering to marrv 

Parsu accon li ea lo Mi - ... - ^rotatrum Thev have 

■ a lane of Ob Ntviote priyera with Entfisti transition In conclusion she 

■ felt that the Znroastiiani ol Canada have rediscovered their pride in 

their Illustrious religion and ire ntd Uc o v oring the mCology and liturgy nf our 

scrip!'! 

f: MR. KTTOJAMI MTSTREE uld that he had not submitted the topic 
of his paper hut he had heard other sneakers Ihere for three days and he would 
speak "n "ZoroaMri;in point of view", lie had heard several speakers on COO- 
Hanion for and against Before venturing to give hi* opinion he said he was 
not a s. deal nf reHffo He tried to show that there w 

racial difference between the Tranis and the Partis, as the Parsis came from 
Parthta, Khora^mia:. Northern Khorasan. tVbckistan. etc. and because of the 
racial differences Hie customs have bean different obviously with regard lo CQB- 
version He said he WSJ not 'Tor a moment suggesting the case for racial purity. 

hui all f would Rfce the audience here In know is that the Iranis have ah 
been more liberal in Lheir way of thinking". [This statement created a little 
furore amongst the Iranian delegates as some of them privately raised obiec- 
lioai to this innuendo Mr. Mistrec took lime off in the afternoon of Sunday 

sili 'ml said "he would apologise stiaiehtaway" if he had offended anvbod\ 11 
tried to> explain away that all Zoioaslrians came from 'ancient Iran' and the 
"Panis and Innis ;is well as others make up or form the different ancient Iranian 
trihes". (Dr. I-nrhung Mehr. who was presiding and at whose instance Mr. 
Mi-dree offered his second statement, told ihc audience that he hoped the mniter 
was explained to the satisfaction of all and the matter was dropped.)] 

Mr Mistree in his earlier talk showed that Zoroastrian rclieion had influ- 
enced other great oriental religions — Judaism, Christianity and Islam — in 

Iheii traditions, i.c custom. belief, and opinion, oral Of written. He i ca/ ottod 
thai the comiliuoitj had scholars in all spheres of knowledge except religion: 
In all other sciences, yes. we have outstanding people but religion. no". Me 

also said "the best scholars, ladies and gentlemen, are not in India, they ate 

abroad* 1 . 
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He then referred 10 the priests and their plight. He lifted the audience 
to name an amount for their uplift, ami exhorted them In respect, their priests. 
The priests should get together, and elect a head priest like ;i I'ope. Mr. Mutree 
spoke on many points off -hand, ritual, the work of Western savants, etc. He 
asked the atxtiesce not to consider "rituals dead". Tlwy had an enwaeoaJ 
aspect. Later he taid the western scholars had dime great disservice. He 
realised he was contradicting hinbdf and added "forgoe me for being scatter- 
brained but thai is how I operate" 

Expatiating on the Cathas Mr MUtree did the necessity of going 

beck to them. Islam had Ouran and the Hadit nnd Fudtittn had Old Tcsli- 
ment and the Torah. Bui b\ foing hack to the Gat ha* we CafUKrt understand 
religion, we cann-ot ignore tradition. 

Mr. Mislrcc on several other proWcms in stive* in between including re* 
incarnation to which he had fHtlcd to find any direct evidence from the scriptures. 

7. PROFESSOR WILLARD B. OXTOBY had nedety BOOM rroen Canada 
and thanked the organisers for allowing him to speak. Mr. Oxtnby b a Pr*v 
feBOr of Gompanlfvc and hi-.trtl.ul study of religions, and b currently Director. 
Centre for Religions Studies. l'ni\er.ity of Toronto. He regarded the Zoroastrian 
religion as a living religion. He had studied middle -east religions and as to 
the influence of Zoroasiriani<m on iHhcr religions he raid "the historical inter- 
■ettoe to* which Mr. Mislrce referred at some length tltat there n an inrjilivcly 
plausible but hisloricallv elusive contribution of /.oKusliianism to the thought 
of Judaism and Chrislhinit) and suhsequentlv Islam" 
<e9* 

Prof. Oxloby was not quite felicitous about Western scholarship. He tried 

to show how some of the factors 'may make Zoroa*tri.ni experience and existence 

hy the year 2000 perceptibly different from the state of affairs today'. He referred 

in this respect to the f I 

1. Resurgence of ZefOCStriaflMI in Iran. There h p'"' 1 " tM ir ^""-'n* Iranian 
heritage and there fa i I ■■: "f llAftltttk and lilCratv father than felrji-VK. but 
pride in and sympathy for the ancient religion* WMch e hound to benefit. 

2. The rise in the (dative importance of the overseas communilic Pof- 
iM ily lite migratory Parsi used to return to his former habltal but now it is 
different. ParsU are willing down pannancnUy in countries abroad and 'their 
children are hcing raised a* Australians or Canadians or whatever'. 

3. An increasing dependence on Ihc priesthood. There is a paucity til 
mobeds but in India in the next 25 years there will he RNDe mnheds but in 
distant Iannis the Zoroasirians will have to depend on ihc printed word foe their 
prayers, etc This will mvreritm printing of several hooks, 

tn this respect he refcned 10 hfa visits to some libraries in India and de- 
plored their Mate of affairs except the K R Cama Oriental and Tehran Anjuman 
Libraries. The Western 7<<coa- Irian -eulemcnis have books in I- ncli-h hut fewer 
in Gujarati. There is talk <>f "No Mobed. no Z-oro:iMri:in" bur said Oxtnb) 
"No book, no Z.oroastrian'\ 

4. Development of adult intellectual leadership PrOl Oxmhy referred to 
Sir Rustom Masani'j; 'The Religion of Good Life' as the most 'felicitous' slate- 
Bent to date of the meaning of the fZonMStrlan] tradition The religion will 
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prosper but onlv as il i\ taught to a child *bui if i! goo -w to be somctliinr 
thai offers questions and answers to a-Ju/t minds*. 

8. MR. MEHERBAM KHl'SHR AVI loJd the audience that ll. 
IWrt tomKs of Zoroaster in Afghanistan, one in Balkh anJ another in Km Inn nl; 
Around these Lombs lived some Zomasirians but they WMlJd tell you they arc 
Zoroastrion only if ihcy know you were a ZomaMnan and il you kept Ihelr 
secret thai they ltved as /urtiastiiam. He cxhurtrJ the joung pe»»pL" to go 

there and do uune research 
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Sunday S.I.I 978: Morning Session 

TOPIC NO. VI 

PAPER: THE SETTING UP OF AN ORGANISATION TO PROVIDE A 
LINK BETWEEN WORLD ZOROASTRIANS AND COMMUNITY 
OF ACTION AFTER EACH WORLD ZOROASTRIAN CON- 
GRESS. 



9.00 to 1030 — Chairman 
Rapporteur 
Paper Readers 



— Dr. Farhang Mehr 

— Mrs. Rhoda Mislxy 

— I . Madame Farangii Shahrokh 

Engineer 
Z Mr. K. Bhote 

3. Prof. E. Munshi 

4. Mr. R. C Suntook 

1. MRS. FARANG1S K. SHAHROKH ENGINEER* increasingly felt Ihe 
need for Ihe establishment of an organisation to serve as a link between Zoroos- 
trians all over ihe world, Co advice and guide small scattered groups and to 
present to themselves and the rest of the people of the world the correct pre- 
cepts of their ancient religion and the noble philosophy and teachings of their 
great Prophet Zoroaster After the fall of Iran, Z*Toaslrianism declined in the 
land of its birth and for centuries the followers of the religion suffered until 
their deliverance with the rise of the Pahulvi Dynasty, more so during the rcifm. 
of His Imperial Majesty the Shahanshah Aryamchci Mohammad Rcza Pahalvi. 
TnOW who migrated 10 India 1300 years ago lived peacefully l>ui ihcy are a 
microscopic community in the sub-continent. Recently a number of Zoroastrians 
have migrated to the other parts of the world. 

Mrs. Engineer defined aim as being promotion of the status of the Zoruas- 
Irian religion and the well-being of the ZoroiiMrians. She felt it was necessary 
and a crying need that the precepts of the great and noble religion that Zoroaster 
gave to the world as enunciated in the Galhas and Holy Avcsta should once 
and for all be clearly laid down and puhlisbed in English, Parsi, Gujarati, 
French. German, cte. She .suggested a team of Avestan scholars foi such work. 
The responsibility ol implementing the work should rest on the proposed World 
7oroaslrian Association. She gave some 21 functions, of such an Association, 
principle of which were : 

1) To keep contacts with various rxvkeLs of Zoroastrian settlement; and 
to collect, maintain and disseminate statistics of world Zoroastrians. 

2) To establish centres of research in Zoroastrian religion. 

$) To establish a central library of books on Zoroastrianism. 
4) To initiate students and other exchange programroes. 






MADAME FARANGtS SHAHKOl Kit ENGINEER 

■ A graduate from the Tehran University in literature, a Master'* Degree of University 
ttl Southern California. Deputy to the State Minister for Women'* Affair in Vocational 
Trnining and Employment of women. Tnmee and Honorary Secretary ol Ancient Culture 
end Society, life member of World's Craft Council and International Council of Women, 

llouoiary President of the Zoroastrian Women's Organisation. 
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5) To bring harmony amongM the v\»irld ZonMftftana by standard Uing 
various differing rituals. 

6) To picpare films rcgurding Zoroa&lrian religion and dkiributc the same. 

7) To arrange for priests lo visit fur- flung Zoroaairianj from lime 1" lime 

8) To carry out or initiate a social and cultural suive\ "i world Zo Wtrf ra 

°l f»« ofcanisc regional seminar% on human righty Literacy, oJik. 

advancement of Zorna.strians and their participation in economic anil 
and social development at National and International levels 

10) To raise funds for carrying out the above objccliw. 

11) To take action in due course to affiliate the World Zor ttstfiu Atan- 
ciaiion as a nnn-gincmrnenial orpnhafton IC the ilunl Cirnmiiicc "I 
the United Nations ECOSOC 

According in her the World ZofoaftrlU Assod tuld have eight or 

more locations in the whole world and the Secretarial should lx? in Bomb*) 

The: Association should meet for a few days at interval^ ol 2\ Or 3 ujr. 

The Association N*.mld perform the foll.wog three fundi- 

a) Confirm by mid I °7Q that the organiser at the venue "elected In the 

IV Congress are well established lo conduct the proceedings of the I 
grcss. If not an alternative venue should he selected. 

b) Through the Bombay Secretariat reports from Other centres should be 
obtained and compiled. 

c) The Association* II all ceniro diould be registered. Many [ntcntaU 
Organisations are registered in Geneva although based dscwheie. 

In L-ortihisj, t n Mrs. Engineer proved that the grcnl jiivI nohle rclijrn ■■ 
Zoroasler would rise once again and Itecomc an inspiration and a heavenly 
beacon In the world of today and tomon 

2. MR. KEKI RLTTONSHAW BHOTL* fiom Chicago, in a humorou* 
vein, compared the survival of a small community to the eomm unity at cock- 
roaches In a cnnventHm I he cockroachc* rooked lo irarr,form themselves into 
grasshoppers. One weak voice asked as to how the convention proposed to 
transform themselves into grasshoppers. ;ind pat came Ihc Chairman's reply. 
"Our executive Committee is the policy making body. Wc will leave imple- 
mentation lo lower levels". 

With Uiis cryptic parable Mr BllOto filched ««er ind referred to ihe 



MR Klkl R. hlliMl 

■ Director of Quality & Value A»uranos Motor Roller* Incorporated; Author of icu 
book* and many jttpert. Keen in the service of the Parsi cbmrtiunily. President of the 
Glencoe Hoard of Education; President of l he 1 aifcd N'alions Attocialion of III | 
Founder and President ol Ihe Zoroastrian A*»ociation of America catablibhcd in 19*5; 

Trartcc at the Zoroaslrian Organiation of Oiicaio. Id 1959 selected m hoc of Cbioeo'i 

Young Man: in 1975 awarded the Uniied Nalioot Aisocislioo* Merit Honour for l»n 
service* U< t'mtcd Nation- 
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dwindling number of community and >uivd that Ok Jewish [ I) in the 

United States w.i*. itself worried about its survival as iheir number h.U fallen 
from six million in 55 million! If the Jews with all ihou finflfirial stnei 
and solidarity were fearful of their future what hope he asked the 120,00 
Zoroaslrians had. He saw the need of an organisation to overcome the weak- 
ness of our liny population, so that the many talents of (lib pile, community 
could he channeled into productive effort which should bo to perpetuate our 

heritage from one generation to the next. Ha referred to two mndali of orga- 
nisations, namely. <>f Judaism and the I'nited Nation* Association. While Uw 
Jewish model had many interesting facti Mr. Bbote preferred the UiN K. M del 
Cor world Zoroaitrianjsm 

\v lo the prerequisites for a world ZorOHtfiubin he gave the foil, wing 

l The supra- national organisation muM nM OBitiag authoritarian power 
over-riding regional organisations. 

2) There should be multiple pyramid structures 

The main purpose of a worldwide organisation itimtlrl he to secUM 

maximum participation from as many interested and dedicated pe 

as possible. 

4i There shoulJ be gradual evolution ol world orgutfsi tlha than 

a supenrnposed rcvolulion. 

5) livery atlempt should be made to strengthen the basic boiltdlofl blot* 

af both local associations and regional groupings. 

'•> A worldwide organisation cannot be kft entirely to in; \., 

volunteer inputs. A small but highly competent stall c«.»ulJ be rri"-.i 
desirable ID provide a focus, and a momentum. 

71 There should be constant communication between all A B of 

bodies through a newsletter or publication of the world body. 

Since a single umbrella organisation cannot adequately cover die many and 
varied interests of its worldwide constituents Mr. Bhote thought it hnpcwtaaJ 
that there should be parallel organisations around topics ol importaiKe lii; 
rnestboxl, theological studies, education. public relations, finances an.1 world 
federation. 

Since an organisation of this sort cannot he CoMlfuCtfd OWRlighl there 
might be a gestation period but we should start now and today. Once we take 
ihe all-important liri step. WC shall be hall WSJ on our ,ojrne\ of porpetoaling 
the gJory of our religion and the heritage of our forefather I 

3. PROF. I-RACH DINS1IAH MUNSHI* of New York dcIinciieJ four 
major objectives which the World /oroastrian Community must try to achieve, 



PROF. BKUCS D. Ml AMII 

• ProfoMor of Management in S» Jrhn't Pfl ii a til lf i titw York; spccialiaed in vnrrwniic 
pUnnins, corporate administrative cnnirot. international management and nuikciint anil 
orgaBitaliM, Consultant to tbe American brand* of Multi Cbcm Pvt Ltd. Consultant 
to the Indiulrial Allied Chemical*, and Franco of India, Director of Multi CJiem Pvt. Ltd., 
New York: Founder and President of the /oroaurian Auoeiaiion of Greater New York. 
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namely. (I) to widen ihc scope of inquiry on major issues and interaction bet- 
ween the members of the community the world over. (2) lo set-up communication 
centres in major countries, (3.) to advance the goal of development of religious 
lifj and (*S) to secure a larger identity of our religion to widen spiritual horizons 
and lo reaffirm spiritual roots and values in ilie face of religious disbeliefs and 
indifferences. 

According to Prof. Munsbi (he following factors affected the survival and 
growth of all major religions : 

1) Urbanisation and industrialisation. 

2) Intellectual questioning pf central authority on secular ma tiers. 

3) A fashion lo be indifferent and unnecessarily critical. 

4) Backward-class demand for equal opportunity, status, and integration. 

5) More and more open societies in democratic Countries. 

6) Increased mobility and an extensive interaction due to advanced edu- 
cation. 

Referring to the need of an International Zoroastrian Organisation Prof. 
Munsbi suggested ibe venue of the headquarters to be in Bombay with the 
Trustees of the Parsi Punchayet taking leadership. He gave live following sug- 
gestions and reeonunendauons to strengthen the viability of the International 

Zoroastrian Organisation ; 

a) Formulation of Central Policies on major religious issues and communal 
problems. 

b) Emphasis on a study of comparative religions. 

c) Pue to dispersal of the community in various parts of ili^ world they 
will need religious centres for worship and cultural activities. The 
Zoroastrian Association of Greater New York is lucky to have the ftrsl 
Zoroastrian Temple in North America through the generally of Arhab 
Rustom Guiv of Iran. 

d) I-ree and constant exchange of information on important religious 
matters. 

e) Establish ment of research foundations. 

f) Home sludy course in Avcsla to be made available lu those who arc 
interested. 

g) In order to increase greater participation the Headquarters should form 
ud hoc committees which will submit reports on the findings of some 
specific religious issues and intricate community problems. 

h) Establishment of a world library. 
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4. MR RUSTOM C Sl'NTOOK* likened die present posiuon «>f die DOS' 

rounity through emergencies and he deliberated the following threatening causes: 

1) I-atc marriage*. 

2) Absence- of a World Body lo mobilise and coordinate all resources. 

3) Restriction of family content. 

4) I nek of purposeful intern to illuminate community's children with our 

uprcmc faith. 
1 1 Present day parents not contributing any light. 

Mr StUttook saw lite necessity of uplifting the youth of the community 
particularly tlic boys, so that our girls may find their match and solve the pro- 
blem of number. 

Mr. Sunlook felt an urgency for greater cohesion between different orga- 
nisation, and associations all over the world. He afao saw the necessity of a 
World Organisation of Young Zorotutriarts. Referring lo the selling up of a 
World Organisation Mr. Sunlook defined the sphere of its functions as economic, 
social and spiritual. Returning to Lis anxiety about numbers he saw encourage- 
ment in non -Zoroastrian parents and their children being initiated into a Zoroas- 
trian cultural milieu. 

Mr Suntook abo gave suggestions, for raising finances, the structure of the 
Organiaiion. its constitution, its daily work and its spiritual function. He tbo 

suggested to negotiate and secure our recognition as on eminent religious body 
with UNO. To that purpose he saw the necessity of a world body. 

DR KARHaNO MFHR in his remarks stated! that the case had been made 
now for a necessity for the establishment of a Zoroastrian World Association and 
to be brief the objectives of such an Association should be to strengthen the 
sense of oneness of solidarity in each and every Zoroastrian. to create a sense 
"f security and to promote the welfare of the Zoroastrian community. 

Although tlicre were no resolutions to be passed on other topics the present 
tcpic N > Vl had the latitude lo pass a resolution since it had! to form a special 
committee lo deal with different pockeltf of Zoroastrian cornmunjty all over the 
world lo endeavour to form a Worldwide Federation lo follow up the conclu- 
sions reached in this Congress and to actively start planning for the 4th World 
Zoroastrian Congress. 

Tl»c pros and coos, whether resolutions should he passed, were considered 
and ihe sense of the house was for passing the resolution. The topic was then 
rffcl IMffll 

A suggestion was made in organise a body on the lines of the Y M.C A 
and Ihe Y.W.CA 

A suggestion was also made for experiraenlal living among ihe Parsis in 
India and abroad. 



V«L RISTOM C. -it STO-Ok 

* Research Scholar in ocooonuo of CoOon Conunodiuci and Price Structure. Made 
valuable conirihuiion in thii <!irection. ddcfklo of Indiin Government at lalermiional 
Confcraitxi lor Cotton, frequent visitor of I run, full of real und rtudin of Ihe 2orou- 
Uiia Religion and ihe community. 
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We should have a kind of an organisation which enable* all Zoroutrfaa, 
lofty and humble, to lake pari in its deliberations. 

A delegate from London staled that last year a Seminar was held in I undon 
and a resolution ixl to have a World OrgaiiLvatmn. 

A delegate slated thai there had been a suggestion from the Shahcnshah 
->f Iran to have a common market ol I'akuian. India and Iran and if eventually 
this thould ■come about a organisatn»n to envisaged would form a ouch 

A Miggestion was made that if the headquarters of the World Organisation 
tuutcd in Bombay it should be cniircly an independent body. 

The organisation should be given Boms authority and funds -o thai 11 could 
carry on its activities 

Sunday 8-1-197S . Afternoon Scuina 

Ctiairman Mr. J. N. Gtuder 

24)0 to 3-30 P-M- — I deluding Session 

3.30 to 4.00 1\M. Coflto Break 

4.00 to 5 JO PJM. Concluding Session 

MR. JAMS HIM) N GUZDEK was lite Chairman ol the Session. He staled 
lhat the present convention had been, according la nianj. .1 ' '.iniquc " expfl fk ow. 
He hiin.M:ll in the opening paragraph of his speech on the lnai> Day 

had mentioned the word "unique * and ii appeared thai his prediction hid come 

true. He was happy to note thai during Lhc four day) 01 lbs Coagrcn tl icy- 
had Uvod like one happy family and hod discussed matters which concerned lbs 
community vitally aiui deeply. Inc vast turn out ot lite delegates and ins 
participants was an example of the hunger dial bad existed in inc Vfcnn* COB" 
mumt), especially ui Ikuutwy. foi knowledge ol their community and on OU 
01 religion and iu importance. 

Mil- first part of die afternoon Session before the lea break was taken up 
by the Rapporteur* reading their topic reports. Mr. Ouute hfcttodUCOd cacn 
Rapporteur before the report was read. (Note : Saltern points of these nooctt 
have already been gi\cn earlier including kuggesuoos aiio-or rcconiiinikjjuuas 
at toe end of each topic, borne 01 the Rapporteur* have also- sunumai 1 
paper* to give a succinct idea before giving ihetr suggestions or nVommenria- 
iions. Since these have already been dealt with in Una nummary report we fuivfl 
nut thought it necessary to reproduce ilic *ame again.) 

The Session a/lcr the tea break wa-> eatrcmeK Bvelj .ind with Mr. Guafeti 
subtle humour it made die proceedings ni.-rc lively, /u &om« pctsuns did not 
have a chaoce to speak on the caflMS days they were allowed to speak and 
Mr. Gu/der even called upon some of Ui-m wno wanted to spc ally 

foreigners, to come on the stage anu say a lew words. 

The firat speaker was MR. GlhV AVARf, a. Member of lhc Parliament 
from Nagpur Constituency. Mr. Avari, a 27 year old Harsi and the 
Member ol lhc Parliament, sari bo was very pleased to involve himvii low 
ihe proceedings of the Congress and sec many Zoroastnans from aU over Uk 
world gathered here to discuss the problems of society in iuch a cordial and 



enthusiastic manner. Aocof di ag to him "this Catherine; vvas much better than 

wfiat we have in out Parliament" ami therefore he said il made him all the 
more proud lo be n Parsi. 

The ncil speaker was MR ML SETHN \ of l^ndon He said whatever 
he spoke represented hit own ttf*ervaiiocs and viewy Referring to what the 

American and Canadian delegate* had to say he said thai although ihev 
(Londoners) were also In the Wcsicrn Hemisphere they had not succumbed to 
any panic-oriented relivrnv According to him ilic Zoroastrian population in 
U.K. ooold be anywhere around 3500 Co 4<X10. In the last 30 vcars with the 
arrival of ZoroastriarH fr.nn India. Pakistan, Hon? Kong, Mnmhaaa. 

1 t?anda, and Aden. Fngland had a thriving Zonustrian poputaLion and had 
become a stronghold of staunch Zoroas trians. Ho admitted that the Managing 
Committee of the London Zoroaslfion AWQCJaUOB were fully aware of the in 
fluenco of Western lOdety and its way of life on their children. Referrine to 
paucity of Mnbeds he said that England had lb honorary Mobeds led by 
Dosturji Dr Sohrah Kutar. Hi-; own two sons and his brother'* wo had also 
joined the band of honorary Mobeds. He wanted the American brothers not 
to rush in p^nic to rn ami fac hire artificial mobeds as he was confident thai if a 
Mobed was genuinely required it was Ahura Mazda's rcsponsibililv to provide 
one! To say that our race may vanish hut the n-ligjon will survive is a very 
illogical observation. Our proven* arc autn-su Motive. When wc build Autth 
K'adcb we build them to last for ever and when we bring a Zoroastrian child 
into thi< world we are confident thai our race will survive for ever rhis ftltA 
and fire shall never die affirmed Mr. Sethna. 

During the Session a telegram was received from ihc Jarthosti Aniunwn >>i 
Belgaum wishing the Congress all success— addressed to the President. Mr. B. K. 
Boman-Behram and the Chairman read il to the audience. 

The next speaker was DR SHAHJEHAN He expressed hLs pleasure at 
the rate the Con-pan had discussed die various topics in tlic different Sessions. 
He particularly referred to topic No. V on "Social and Cultural Survey of Zoro- 
astrians in the Recent Past and Suggestions for the Future" and thanked Prof. 
Mody and Prof. Sheriar. the Chairman and Rapporteurs respectively, for making 
Sessions "very, very good*". He did nol like mixed marriages and taid ours was 
the best religion in the world. 

Since there were no more speakers from the audience who wanted to have 
a say. the Chairman earned on with the work of the rest of the Session. He 
detailed the circumstances of how Ihc present Congress came lo he held. It 
was. he laid. Mr. Shiavax Nargohvala of Delhi whn had foofcefaed Uric subject 
before the laic Ladv Hirahai Cnwasjcc Jehangir to h.4d the Third World Zoro- 
astrian Congress. He spoke lo him (Mr. Gtizdcr*) also. After kOtno discuntoa 
and inquiries the late Lady Jehangir gave Mr. Shiavax Nargolwalln the permis- 
sion lo hokl the Congress by all means but in Delhi. Mr. Nargolwalla. BOW' 
ever, approached Mr. Gu«Jer and in omsullation with Mr. B. K. Bcman-Behraro 
and others it was decided lo hold the Congress in Bombay, as Bombay was the 
best place where wc could get a good audience. He was Lhcn saddled with Ihc 
task »»f (bring the details and he undertook lo carry it out Earlier it was 
decided to hold the Congress in November 1976. then the date was fixed al 
November W77 and finally it was agreed to hold it in January 1978. 
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In order to divide the work Mr. GutxIci said he go* appointed the follow- 
ing Commiilces: 

1) Reception Committee. 

2) Souvenir and Fund Raising Commit ice 

3) Hospitality Commitlee. 

4) Subjects Commitlee 

5) Souvenir Editorial Committee 

6) Publicity and Public Relations Commitlee. 

He then introduced lo the audience all the Chairmen of th» Committees, 
namely, Mrs, Gulcstan Billimoria /Reception Committee). Mrs, Thritv Talcvar- 
khan 'Souvenir & Fund Raisine Committee). Mrs. Naioo Bhahha (Hospitality 

Commitlee) fvice Mr. Soii Pivri who had resigned as he had lo leave India (or 
Mane work being the only Asian on the Board of Rotary Interna tional). 
Mr. Justice Jal R. Virnadalal (Subjects Committee). Mr. Horni JH. Talcvarkhan 
(S uvenir Editorial Committee) and Mr. Noshir Irani (Publicity & Public Rela- 
tions Committee). 

Mr. Gu7der thanked the Chamarbaugwalla famil\ for doing the Souvenir 
printing free. 

Mr Hufjorc Poonawallo was thanked for making the Mocks of photographs 
free. 

He reeretted that Ladv Hirahai Cowasjcc Jchpngir, who took a great deal 
of intense in sponsoring the Coneress. was not there any more. After her it 
wac Mr Frach A. Nsdi«h*h who. a* the Chairman of the Parci Pnnchavct 
nnd President of the Federation of the Anjumans of India, helped him tn his 
endeavours followed by Mr B. K. Boman-Bchrara on Mr Erach _ Nadirshah's 
retirement, though ofcoursc Mr Boman-Bchram had been helping him fan the 
very first. Mr. Gu7der regretted that Mr. Bornan-Behram. was not there on 
account of his indisposition. It was Mr. Boman-Behrarn. who encouraged 
Mr Gu/der to work, and finally he himself fell ill. Mr. Gu/der also thanked 
Mr e,f,; nV a7 Naimlwala ft>r his background help, and Mr. Sapur F. Desai for 
his support, advice and guidance. 

Mr, Glider then look the audience into confidence to show how the hold- 
inc of (he Coneress had become cause celcbrc in the Parsi news papers and 
how it <iirviyorl the vicissitudes The public discussion had almost gone to the 
po-nt of a.tkinc the sponsors to cancel the Congress and some of his colleagues 
were under a great 'train and pressure was brought Lo bear from several .sources 
He himself was. however, firmly of the opinion that for belter or for worse we 
should go ahead and now he told the audience lo judge how the Owgress had 
become a great success. 

Somebody had raised the question of Dasturjis and Scholars not taking part 
in the Congress. Mr. Guzder said that he had personally seen them and re- 
quested them lo participate but in their wisdom they had decided otherwise. 

There was a fear that the Congress would spell the death Knell of the community 
and every Tom. Dick and Harry would be welcomed to visit the Fire Temples. 
Mr. Gu7dcr made bold to say assertively "We are not the people who wish 



lo preside over the liquidation of our community, tiod strike mc dead if I 
have that intention.'" 

He drew the attention of the . -ience to the sulTcring which the Iranian 
Zoroastrians had gone through through centuries and they suvived while we in 
India lived in peace- and comparative comfort 

He thanked Mr. Peshotan Nargolwala one of the Honorary Secretaries of 
Ihe Congress (or offering his services as soon as he retired from the Talas and 
for having put in such good work. Mr. Gu/der said thai he had conscripted 
a number of members of the Parsi Pumhayel staff including Commander N. H. 
Vacha. Mi^s Gnol J. Tata and Miss S. D. Master. Humorously he referred to 
Miss Gaol Tata as a tabloid of the Parsi community— nuniseulc. small in 
physique and stature hut fantastic in achievement-, * \>mrnander Vncha, MK\ 
fata and Miss Master were called on the stage and introduced lo the audience 
The two ladies were given one rose each as token of appreciation. 

Mr. Gu/der then gave some statKlic* 1541 participants had laken part in 
the Congress out of which 1147 were Jelcgatcs from Bombay and 176 from 
Ihe rest of India. 16\" came from Iran and a fantastic contingent followed by 
16 from l'.S A. 13 from Pakistan. 12 from Eorope, from Canada. • ErOOl 
Australia 2 from Africa and one from Japan. 

The Chairman then caJIcd upon Dr. Parang Melu to say a few words. 

Dr. Mchr ax Vice-President of the Congress moved a vole off thanks lo all 
the participants of the Congress He fell proud that the way the business nf 
Ihe Conference- had hcen conducted, and ihe way every participant hid acted 
indicated maturity. Zarthost! behaviour, tolerance, and understanding while none 
thought he bad an exclusive right of possession of wisdom and intellect. 

Dr. Mehr praised Mr Gu/der for his sincerity, efficiency and hard work 
He also praised M's. Nargolwjla and Vacha and reminded them of tlieir duly 

M pave their way for ihe establishment of the coordinating agency and com en - 
ing of the Fourth Zoroaslrian Congress— Insha Allah in Iran. 

He also thanked the audience for the sentiments expressed hv them on the 
message of the Shahcnshah off Iran and for his well-being. He expressed a 
desire that the Congress should convey the gratitude of all to the President of 
India and to tlie Ministers who came and gave us an honour to be present in 
the inaugural Session. 

The Chairman staled that a letter of thanks to the Shahenshah had been 
written, which Dr Farang Mchr will carry wiift him and present il lo Ibfl 
Shahenshah of Iran expressing our gratitude to him for his inspiring message 
at the Inauguration. 

Mr Guzd.-r then referred In the finances of the Congress and slated that 
as they were in good health and did no* need any help from trusu. it was 
decide 1o return Rs. 25.000/- donated by the Bombay Parsi Punelmyet and 
Rs. 20.000/- lo the Sural Parsi Punchay-t and all other donations from other 
Anjumaw. 

Dr. Varjawand from Iran then spoke. He said he had seen some children 
in a Parsi Baup v-mc I* years ago in Bombay performing the drama of Sohrah 
and Rustom. He then figuratively stated thai there were millions of Sohrahv 
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in Iran wbo wanlcd to find their Ru-sumi and added two fthouM not deprive 
them of their legitimate heritage. He called them nco-ZoroMtrUm and exhorted 
Ihc community lo "accept them into our faith". 

The Chairman Ihcn thanked the Rapporteurs of all the Seniors for the 
amid work that they had done. 

Mr. PahoUri Nkrgnjwill then thanked Mr Jajmhcd S Gu/d.-r and Mr B 
K. Boman-Behram Mr the wise leadership Ihey had shown Ho also thanked 
Mis.* fjooj Tata for her lively work and recommended any industrial house I*' 
have her as an "expediator and solid worker". He also thanked Mis-: S. D 
Master and Mr. B. H Tarapore who had shouldered the brunt of typing. 

Mr. Dadi Mutrv of DHhi thanked the Organisers and the pnitidpanti 
the success of ihe Congress. He said thai if any of the audtonc; were loo> 
for food jo** outside Bombay, there were jobs available for four cneincerv 
hwo meteorologists and Iwo %ales engineer*. He would put ihem in touch with 
the GfflpJoycn. He also staled that a Tri i> i hud been registered in Delhi in (he 
name of the father of Mr. Nadirshah R Mulla and ho requested donations lo 
Ihe same. He staled thai the Federation would like to have an employment 
data bank, which could help people to have better jobs if they want to do 

Mr Kcki Bhote of Chicago also thanked ihc Organisers for the tremen 
jrvt amount of work thai had gone on for days and nights. 

Mr Godrcj Sidhwa from Pakistan also thanked the Organiser*. 

Mr Ikhram Sidhwa of Hangalore said that (his Congress would be re- 
membered for the opportunity of meeting, at one place under on*.' roof and at 
one time so many people from different parts of the world. He added that 
human understanding was required to solve the problems of survival and If w.- 
lefi Hide all the quarrels and constructively worked the Congress would be well 
rewarded. 

Mr Moshir Irani referred to ihc following action taken on some of the 

■it-tfeslcn-! ;il Ihe Coflgfl 

\\ A Standing Publication Committee had heen formed as suggested by 
Mrs. JunealwdlU for education with representative* from Bombay, 
Calcutta. Bangalore. Delhi. Tehran. London and New York. 

2) A proup or mothers had decided to conduct lectures on the Zoroa 
Religion for school children in Bombay. 

M Dr. Freddie Mehta and Professor Rusi Taraporcwalla had agreed, in- 
spite of their busy schedule, lo spare lime lo help in Ihc area of economy. 

4t Dastur Mirmehcr Homji had offered his services for persons from India 
and abroad lo write to him on any subject of religion 

! i Mr. Burjor An tin had offered his services of one hour free to anybody 
interested in Ihe change of trustees, industries, or any legal problems. 

Mf Noshir Irani further stated that there were complaints Urn I youths were 
not properly represented in ihc Congress. He ihefl suggested that a youth wing 
■-hoiild be started. 



67 

Mr Irani iltcn thanked all cxnccrncJ : Irom His EJMgflcncy. ihc 

\ tea ProUde&l oC India, Hie Governor of Maharashtra, the Chief Minster «il 
Maharashtra anil ending wilh ail who had helped including Mr. BUrJorfl P.oii 
BLrta Matushri Sabhuk'har He «K.» lhanked Gool and Minoo Engineer and 
Mr. Keku Nkhntsoa of Schc! for making banners free of cost and the Commis- 
sioner of Police thaubal and his men for very ably looking aflcr the traffic 

fenis. He thanked the Personal Secretaries of Mr. J. N. Guzdcr, namely. 
MH» Veeia Vakil and Mr*. Campm for their assistance. 

The luck>' number wa* then drawn and it turned out lo he 739 of the 
Souvenir bought by Mi. & Mrs. Owctji Bhahha. The prize wa> a return Air 
I icKct from Bombay lo Amsterdam 

Daslutji Minocher Homji then said a prasor and Irani latcd U winch meant 
lo GDBVey that through the deliberations we may endeavour towards intelligent 
participation and gel nearer U> inner light, wisdom and understanding. 

I mi. illy some of the members of Ihe Young Collegians Zcfoastrfaua ASS *• 
ciauorj sang "Chhaiye Hamc Zarthasli". 

Here it would be best to say a few words aboul Ihc entertainment pro- 
grammes. 

In Ihc evening of Sib January l\>78 1 Pai.i operatti entitled ibjtill 

Nu Spinstcrhood" was staged under Lhe direction of Mn Reoi ponda and 

Mrs. Oool Gandhi. It was enjoyed by all in the COOl atmosphere ol the Birla 
Matushri SabhagrVr 

In the evening of 6th January 1978 Audio-Visual I ultural-Cum-l ajdiioti 
r wa> held, followed by a contributory Dinner, in which 1,300 look part 
Ino was on the ( otvperage Grounds.. 

I he Audio-Visual Cullural-Cuni-lashion Show made u deep Impra den CM 
many, lhe Audio-Visual Programme was ni^Urnninded by Mr> rtoual N 
Pudamjcc- It started with the beginning of creation followed oy stretches ol 
I'lsiidailian. Key anion, Athacmeiuan and Sassanian Cameos. In the IVhdadian 
Cameos Shah Jamshed's rule and his lull were well depicted. The ice aye with 
deluge was very much appreciated. Ihc Keyanuui Cameos dcuh Willi ^al- 
Kudabcii and the birth of Kuslom by Caesarean Section and his valorous ex- 
ploit*. Alter Ihe lull of Ycoiezard 111 Ihe entry' oi Parsis into India IM infill 
meeting Jadi Kann were portrayed. 

A few portraits of great aialwanls like Dadabhoy Naocoji, Phirozeshaw 
Mcma, JamsneJji lata with his lanuly members. Uinshaw Vatcha. Uinahaw 
Wuiia. tfraoob, cl ai with i4omt>ay highlights mti very mud) ap&tociated by 
tue recepUVe aWUence liirtli Ol /-uralhusntra was portrayed by auuuow plaj. 

The (a&hion show started wilh what the Parsis were when ihes came '. » 
India over 12ixi yvars ago and ended with the modern Couch and PlrMPftft. MOM 
niilU had made this possible. 

Mrs. Padamjee was assisted by a band of dedicated helpers like Salome 
Kiapur. Homi Daruwala. the Western Outdoor Advertising. Surcsh Kanavaity and 
liis co-workers. 
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In Die evening *rf Hie 7ih Januar> 1**78 there was a Parai axial pkv "Bkh-c 
Burjorc" staged by Yezdi Karanjia and his group Irora SuraL Ii was enjoyed 
by many in the cool atmosphere of the Birla Malushri Sabhnghar 

Mr. Homi J. H Takjukhifi, e.v Ambassador of India lo Libya got out 
a fioe souvenir which contain! seven! valuable articles, shun note-, on some of 
the Punchayets and Anjumam of India and Associations Abcoad. 










Shri H u linn. Vice-Priftlclcni ol India, bclnj reucWed ui Santa Crti* Nirp^n hj 
Sim ljin''Ktl V <!>n/. for Chairman ol the Congreu und other digniinrii I i" K 
Shri VaaniniO PttOt Unci MinnlCI Stall D( M.ilMM-hiM Mir . II J H I .In aUun 
forma Indian \ . Shri NurciHlni \ Kapailii Sheriff ol Rimitxn 
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Welcome WdrOM b) Shrl B k Bomin-Bchrtm, ProiWcni, on lni«gur»Uo« it Birti 

Miilu-liri Sabl -i. ii 




Some VIPB at Inauguration. R to L : Shri u k Bonafl-Behram, Shri Stfdiq Ali. Gov- 
ernor of Maharashtra, Shri B. D. Juiii, Vice-President of India. Shri Vasanirao Puiiii. 
Chicf Minister at Maharashtra, Mr, Nani V Palkhiwalla, Dr Farhang Mchr 




Shri R D J.iiii. Vlcc-Presldcni il Indtu. inaugurating ihc 111 World ftonawtrnn l y 
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< lose-up .'i Sfari H D liitti. Vice-President of India, addressing Ihe Coogt 




Shn h k Boman-Bebram presenting < chc que Foi Rs 50.000 to Shrl B. n Jtttti, \ - 
President of India, for ihc Vndhra i 1 idi Cvclone Relief I'mui 




Shri J urn -he J N. Guilder. Chairman erf the CongfCSa addressing Ihc tjaihcnng. 




Smt Pervlz T. Dodwala Member «>f Executive Committee, presenting Bowers 

to Smt Slmiimtai I'ulil 
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Another vwsw of audience ac the Inauguration 




Girh >i sir i r fence Benevolent InstHwooti ildfing the Naiioml *■ tl m 

■I tonckiMon of the Inauguraiien 




Vlr^ Rudu Mislry, Minister foi Social Welfare, Andhr.i Pnde&h Government, addressing 

one r»f ihe business Sessions ai C. J. Hall. 
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i! Condi lion and 
Nargolwala, Di 
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Another view of ikK . i i hiiNiivv Sssaion ai I I Mull 




5 ■ From \udto-VikuaJ "ftvarikh' presented bj Mn Homal \ Pudun 




Vnolher scene from Tflvarikh' 
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Scene irom Tavirikh' 
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VIP* [nteatlj witching Tavarikh' i rom right; Mbm Guh *rbob Runkmi Gulv. Shri 

H InLi. Stiii Shnone n Itli Shri Shltvux l> Nurgolwila, 2nd Row Righl 
Shri A Stat Horn! i n raJflyarkhan 




i inn Pn bj Dasiurji \ n \im.vhor n i 




ti .ii irjdiii.tnal Parsec dinner being looked aftM b> Sfari lamslicd N, Guzdcr 
Fn Wght; \i\ t h Rustam Guft Mme Guiv. Shri NbvbI H rain Sml Smom ' 
rata. Wmc Farangis s. Engineer. Dr. unci Mr* Mahynfr Ardeshiii and Mrs Mehsr 
Strom 



